E-journals and Resource sharing in 

Chinese University Libraries

(March 27, 2003)

There were two thing caught my attention during my visit to four University Libraries (China Agricultural University Library, Gansu University of Technology Library, Lanzhou University Library, and Jiujiang College Library) in last July: they are: 

1. Enthusiasm on collecting e-resources, to be exact on e-journals

2. National effort in developing infrastructure of resources sharing—the idea is that knowing, sharing and building together.

E-resources

I was very curious to know what kind e-journals made their way to those academic libraries. 

I have noticed that journals in Science, Technology, Engineering, the so-called Hard Subjects has imported many E-Journals.

E-resources from the West

· BIOSIS

· EBSCO

· ProQuest

· Kluwer Online 600 种电子期刊 

· Uncover 

· Elsevier 电子期刊 

· UMI 数据库 

· OCLC FirstSearch 

· Springer (Germany)

· Academic Press 电子期刊 

E-resources made in China

· CNKI

· SuperStar

· Wanfang

Why the e-resources?

Promotion for Digital Library National-wide:

CALIS (China Academic Library and Information System) is 211 project. The mission of CALIS is under the leadership of Education Ministry, consolidate government finical support, concept of modern library, advanced technology, and rich resources of materials holdings and experts in the academic libraries to build China Academic Library and Information System, and the core of this system is Digital Library. 

Individual Libraries

· E-resources means modernization

· Means hi-tech, fast access, computerized 

· Means library is not a place only for housing books

· Means library is now a center for information

· Directors of libraries I talked with all very supportive to this new concept of Modern Library.

· The presidents of universities I talked with believed that this is the way for library to go

· It was unthinkable for library like Huazhong University of Science and Technology to subscribe over 100 science and technology journals, but now they could easily to 800 full-text in Kulwer; 1148 core sciences and engineering journals in Elsevier.  

· Relatively low cost for accessing many journals.  Just think about less than 10 years ago, many important journals that libraries were not afford to subscribe, for the most important journals that they had to subscribe one copy share it among university libraries in one region. So the cost for accessing so many journals is relative low.

General Users

· Saturday morning Electronic Room in Lanzhou University Library full of students, even with charge of 1.5 yuan an hour. 

Faster access

Multiple access

Remote access 

Housing e-resources

The concept of modern library not only promotes library to an outstanding position in the digital ago, but also gives them an opportunity to fix up appearance of their library to reflect the new concept.

· Two of the libraries were preparing for major renovations in order to fit the currently development during my visit. 

· The deputy director told me that China Agricultural University Libraries has to modernization its library in order to have fit the library’s mission.

· The Director of Gansu University of Technology told me that it was the first time the entire library building belonged to the library. The chased out many offices that occupied library rooms as their offices.  

· Lanzhou University Library just had their stacks re-arranged now they have opened stacks for patrons. The computers are in the electronic reading room are new and the access is fast through broadband connection. The Director Jiang told me these computers purchase by 211-project fund.

· Jiujiang College just finished the big, modern library with four large electronic reading rooms and each room has 175 computers.  

Four libraries all showed me the Library System Room, which are air-conditioning and newly renovated rooms just for computers. 

Acquiring e-resources

During the visit, I was asked many questions related to selecting and purchasing e-resources from the West.

· What do you do when you have both printed and electronic resources

· How do you evaluate e-journals

· What do you do if they came as a package and you already have some of titles in the package?

· Do you do consortia negotiation? 

West

I am amazed by the method of purchasing the e-resources. The China’s market is not divided, its united as one.

Four-Information-Centers lead to negotiate for prices for all members participated: 

· Science and social science information center located in Beijing University.

· Technology and engineering information center located in Qinghua University.

· Medical Information center located in Medical School Library at Beijing University

· Agricultural information center located in China Agricultural University. 

· 52 libraries purchased BIOSIS leaded by the Science and social science center 

· 36 libraries collectively purchased EBSCO led by Beijing University.

· 33 libraries collectively purchased ProQuest

· They send out trial notice to all libraries interested through the system.

China 

CNKI

· The libraries are asked to buy CNKI for supporting e-resources development in China. 

Wanfang

· 14 libraries jointed together in North East acquired Wanfang.

China InfoBank

· 10 libraries jointed together acquired China InfoBank in 2000.

Summary 

· Try to stay on top--informed Librarians

I learned a great deal in the visit, I am now more informed in various aspects of university libraries in China, which greatly help me in providing services to my patrons including visiting scholars, trainees, and faculty and students on campus. 

The U has China Center, which became a certified training center for training Chinese government mid-level administrators from all kinds of organizations. 

The U has 15,00 Chinese students from China, Taiwan and Hong Kong, the more I am informed with resources available in those places the better services and help I could give to people who needed.

· International projects

The Director of Lanzhou University Library who is professor of computer science, developed Dunhuang Database, wish to cooperate.  I checked after I came back and found that a professor at Chicago has been working on Dunhuang Project, which funded by Luce Foundation. This helped me to have better idea what’s going on in here and else where.

The Director of Gansu University of Technology pointed out that Chinese Library Schools training scholars instead of professional librarians, he wants to set up a program just like we have in the US and Canada to train professional librarians. And he is seeking for advice. 

China Agricultural University Library is cooperating with U of Minnesota to digitize Rare Chinese Agriculture Books. XML workshop will be given this September to CAU library staff. 

Resources sharing 

National effort in developing resources sharing system

Infrastructure for resources sharing.

· CALIS (China Academic Library & Information System =中国高等教育文献保障 系统) http://www.calis.edu.cn/
· CUCC (CALIS Union Catalog Center) http://www.calis.edu.cn/calis/lhml/
· OPAC and ILL http://162.105.138.230/ still in developing

Contributions from members

· Currently they have 301 members 

· Load bibliographical records for free for encouraging more university libraries to participate 

· The director of Lanzhou University library has loaded 70,000 records from CALIS back to his library system.

· Quality control of cataloging records —Some libraries take CIP as their cataloging record, if there is no CIP, then they will leave Subject Heading blank.

· How to improving Subject Cataloging, Dr. Li Guoqiang from Harvard-Yenching Library has given a week workshop in Beijing University to 56 librarians from 53 libraries.

Issues affecting resources sharing

· Trust

· Transportation

· Damage/Loss

· Transaction charges

· How do you make sure the book not get lost?

· Who will pay for it if a book get lost?

· Do you send requested book through post-office?

· Delivery security

· Compensation for lost item

· Transaction of deal 
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