UCLA Library Information Literacy Instruction
While participating in a variety of library instructional activities, including bibliographic instruction and orientations for graduate students, I found that many of them were not knowledgeable about the western language resources which they had to use extensively for their research. As part of our information literacy program, I introduce to them how much of the research work is done on Asia in the west, relating to the area they are interested in.  I point out quality reference tools either specifically Asia-related or somewhat general but containing important references to Asia. 
Although a late-comer in Asian Studies compared to Harvard and UC Berkeley, UCLA Asian Studies program has flourished from the 1980s, becoming one of the largest programs in the country.  At the East Asian Languages and Cultures Department, we have now 70 graduate students working on PhD, 123 undergraduate students majoring in the East Asian subjects, and 48 students whose minor is East Asian Studies.  Also there are 14 graduate students who are majoring in East Asia as well as interdisciplinary PhD programs.  
Library orientation for this large number of students is not an easy task. The East Asia Library, which houses Chinese, Japanese and Korean vernacular language materials in the humanities and social sciences, presents several classes throughout the year.  Some of the examples of their classes include:  “Finding Chinese, Japanese, and Korean Materials in the UCLA Library & Beyond”; and “Electronic Resources Demos/Tours” by specific country.  

Both East Asia Library and I do bibliographic instruction cooperatively and separately.  When a professor asks us to teach a session of a course, we usually do it cooperatively.  For instance, both Toshie Marra, Japanese Studies Librarian of the East Asia Library, and I taught  Japanese 200, “Bibliography and Research Methods in Japanese,” a required course in graduate studies.  We presented it in two sessions:  Toshie taught a session for vernacular language resources and I taught a session on western language resources.  We taught through a combination of lecture, online demonstration, and introduction to hard copy reference materials.
 My Asian Studies Seminar is usually, but not always, presented as part of the Young Research Library seminar series, sponsored by the YRL Reference & Instructional Services Department.  The series cover a variety of subjects from finding books and journal articles online to specific area studies and subject electronic resources. I try to hold at least one two-hour formal seminar session a year in the winter quarter to allow graduate students to have time to settle down and identify their needs before they decide to attend the seminar.  For several years, Sarah Elman, formerly of the East Asia Library (now at Yale) and I jointly offered such a seminar to cover both vernacular and non-vernacular materials.  One year a professor brought her whole class of 12 students to the seminar.  We taught the class through a combination of online demonstration, hands-on activities, and handouts for the students for further searching and practice.  When I teach alone, I try to concentrate on the western language resources only, assuming that they will go to the East Asian Library for their questions relating to the vernacular resources.  It is rewarding to see that a number of students come back to my office for further questions and instruction.
The following is the selected list of the databases and websites I used, in the order in which they were presented.
The UCLA online catalog (Orion2, http://www.library.ucla.edu/ ), including ERDb (Electronic Resources Database) which has been developed recently as a system for 
managing and providing access to UCLA electronic resources

YRL Reference and Instructional Services’ Reference Collection Online page ( http://www.library.ucla.edu/libraries/yrl/referenc/rco/refonline.htm )

 The UCLA library Asian Studies homepage ( http://www.library.ucla.edu/libraries/url/colls/asia/index.htm ) 

The UCLA East Asian Library homepage (http://www.library.ucla.edu/libraries/eastasian/ )

Melvyl ( http://www.cdlib.org/collections/  ), an online union catalog containing citations for the holdings of the UC campuses, the California State Library, and selected other California libraries, including journals from the California State University system, Stanford University, and CRL.  Because Melvyl gives circulation status, it is also best used among UC campuses to identify items for interlibrary loan.

CDL (California Digital Library, http://www.cdlib.org/collections/ ), an additional "co-library" of the UC campuses, with a focus on digital materials and services.  CDL developed a powerful search tool called, “Search Light,”  ( http://searchlight.cdlib.org/cgi-bin/searchlight ) that allows one to simultaneously search across multiple journal databases, book catalogs and other information sources available through the CDL and individual UC campus.  If used well this saves a lot of time to search, but one drawback is that this search is so powerful that it brings some unwanted items.  

Included from the UCLA subscribed resources are:

Bibliography of Asian Studies: index of western-language monographs, articles, and book chapters on all parts of Asia published 1971 to the present
JSTOR: full text database which includes at least 6 important journals related to Asia. 

There is a moving block of about 5 years to give publishers some protection.

Proquest Digital Dissertations: (includes Dissertation Abstracts International), index to doctoral dissertations from 1861 to the present, with abstracts since 1980 and select master’s theses with abstracts since 1988. Titles published since 1997 are available in PDF digital format and have 24 page previews available.
MLA Bibliography: index of journals, dissertations, collected works in the field of literature folklore and linguistics from 1963 to the present.

Gale Literary Index: master index to 43 published literary series, including Contemporary Authors, Contemporary Literary Criticism, and Dictionary of Literary Biography (hard copy has 3 volumes devoted to Japanese literature: v. 180, Japanese Fiction Writers, 1868-1945; v. 182, Japanese Writers since WWII; v. 203, Medieval Japanese Writers.) 

PCI (Periodicals Contents Index): index to the contents of about 3665 periodicals in the humanities and social sciences from first issues (as early as 1770) to 1995.  Includes 23 Asia related journals and JSTOR linkage for full texts.

Lexis-Nexis Academic Universe: complete text and index of articles in newspapers and periodicals for approximately the last 20 years in a wide range of topics, including current affairs, business, law, and medicine.

Expanded Academic ASAP: indexes periodicals in all subject areas from 1980 to the present. Includes scholarly journals, news magazines, and newspapers - many with full text.
Current Contents: indexes 6500 scholarly journals form 1989 to the present, including all topics.

Project Muse: complete text index of current issues of over 100 scholarly journals in the social sciences and humanities.  This is a good database for comparative literature or comparative/critical studies.

From a group of selected Asian Studies internet sites, I introduce:  Asian Studies WWW Virtual Library (http://coombs.anu.edu.au/WWWVL-AsianStudies.html ); CEAL homepage (http://www.sois.uwm.edu/jeong/ceal/ )and SARAI (South Asia Resource Access on the Internet, http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/southasia/cuvl/ ), if some students are interested in South Asia. 
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