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Minutes

1. Opening

Hyokyoung Yi, Chair, welcomed everyone and introduced committee members.  She gave a brief update on the Committee's future plans which include: proposing revisions to the rules for Korean romanization and word division, following-up on free trials of Korean electronic databases, and maintaining the Internet Subject Guide on the Committee's homepage.  She also announced that Mikyung Kang of UCLA was unable to attend the meeting, so her talk "Survey on Usage of Korean Studies Online Databases" would not be presented.

2. The Korean Collection at the British Library & Their North Korean Connection

Beth McKillop, librarian from the British Library (http://www.bl.uk), visited libraries in Pyongyang in 2001 and in 2002, when Britain was establishing its embassy in Pyongyang. She talked about her experience with North Korean libraries and about her library's Korean collection.

· Korean Studies is currently taught in the Universities of London, Oxford and Sheffield.  The British Library started its Korean collection while still called the British Museum Library. The Library collects materials in the humanities (Ms. McKillop’s area) and also in science and technology. The United Kingdom and North Korea have had a state to state library relationship over a period of many years, but the interactions were not very active. Since the economic crisis of the 1990's, it has not been an easy matter to revive the relationship with Pyongyang. During Ms. McKillop's visits, she focused on cultural and archaeological institutions such as museums, galleries, archaeological sites, and the National Library in Pyongyang.

· The Grand People’s Study House in Pyongyang, which was founded in 1982, has the capacity for 30 million volumes and functions as a social education center. In 2001, the library installed a networked catalog to replace its card catalogs. Ms. McKillop observed evidence of international support such as a UNESCO computer learning center equipped with standard computers and modern software as well as an English Language Learning Center.

· For an initial exchange visit, the British Library invited Dr, CHONG Tae Gyong, Deputy Director of the Grand People's Study House and his interpreter to the 2002 IFLA conference in Glasgow. The aim was to encourage contact between the North Koreans and the international community.  The visit was sponsored by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office of the United Kingdom.

· Ms. McKillop was able to purchase books from officials of the Foreign Bureau in Pyongyang.  She chose literary and historical works as well as dictionaries and reference works. There was a very small amount of material available, and only a few publications were translated into English.  She noted that in addition to North Korean suppliers, North Korean books can also be purchased through Japanese book dealers.

· Arranging an acquisitions trip to North Korea is difficult these days, but it is important to keep trying.

3. Korean Government Materials

Myoung C. Wilson, a social sciences librarian from Rutgers University,  spoke on  “Korean Government Publications: Untapped Treasure Trove”.  She discussed her recently published book, an important  reference tool intended to enhance access to Korean materials for an English speaking audience.  Entitled, "Korean Government Publications : an Introductory Guide", the work was modelled after an American Library Association Project which resulted in 1990 and 1994 editions of the “Guide to Official Publications of Foreign Countries”.

· Data Collection was done in three phases:

· initial identification of titles from the 1998 “Catalogue of [Korean] Government Publications”

· Shelf reading/browsing at the library of  the Korean Government Publishing Office, the National Library of Korea, and the National Assembly Library

· selection of North Korean materials from publications of the (South Korean) Ministry of Unification.

· Three principal types of publications were included in her work: statistical yearbooks, yearbooks, and white papers

· Four depository libraries are primarily responsible for access to and dissemination of Korean government publications: the National Library, the National Assembly Library, the Korean GPO, and the National Archives.  All four libraries are located in Seoul but follow a different concept of depository libraries from that used in the United States. The Korean government has accelerated its activity in building digital libraries, but there is an overall need for private sector engagement to repackage government information and to enhance access.  It will also be important for the Government to provide an open political environment for the production, dissemination and wider use of government publications.

4. Key to the Treasure Trove: Assessing the Digital Library at the Korean National Assembly Library

Joy Kim from the University of Southern California reported on USC’s experience with the Digital Library of the Korean National Assembly Library (KNAL).

· An exclusive contract was signed in 2002 at USC for one year's access to the Digital Library. USC reciprocated by hosting a visiting librarian from the KNAL.

· The Korean National Assembly Library provided the client software which was installed on 5 computers in the East Asian Library (EAL).

· The Databases, consisting of a combination of bibliographic records and full text, are updated regularly. As of Feb 28, 2003, over 4 million items in over 40 million pages were included. The full-text databases include monographs, government publications, dissertations in all fields, social science journals, historical newspapers, and documents on Korea held by overseas libraries.

· USC’s usage statistics show that the most popular database was the full-text “Dissertation Database”.

· Limitations included the following: access was confined to designated machines in the USC East Asian Library, printing was slow (PDF files), electronic output was not allowed (for copyright reasons), and there was no list of available serials.

· The Korean National Assembly Library has plans to open the Digital Library to all overseas libraries freely in the near future. Those who are interested in obtaining an access agreement with the KNAL should contact Mr. Kwang-Jin Kim, Director of Audit and Planning at KNAL.  Email him in Korean at kjkim@nanet.go.kr  or in English at intlcoop@nanet.go.kr.  For questions, please contact Joy Kim (joykim@usc.edu) or Sun-Yoon Lee (sunyool@usc.edu).

5. Thank you, But Not Yet: The 2002 Free Trials of Korean Commercial Databases by North American Libraries

Joy Kim reported on the free trial access to Korean databases, which was offered by two vendors: Nuri Media (www.nurimedia.co.kr) and Dong Bang Media (www.dbmedia.co.kr) in 2002.

· The original 3-6 month trial was extended to a whole year. Over 30 individuals at 21 institutions (mostly North American libraries, with one from England, and one from Australia) signed up to participate. Thousands of full text journals, references, documents, classics, ebooks and multimedia were offered.

· The Usage statistics show that only five institutions utilized the databases actively. Dong Bang Media is willing to extend the free trial, 6 months at a time, and is willing to offer special discounts to overseas users. Nuri Media will not extend the free trial but may open all databases with the purchase of just one product each year. Nuri is exploring the possibility of implementing a document delivery service in which clients pay per item, rather than for the whole database. (NOTE: Nuri later publicly announced its new document delivery service. To sign up, go to http://kyobo.dbpia.co.kr/ .)

· Joy would like to do further study about the barriers that might have caused the low usage.  She speculated that possible factors might be: technical problems, insufficient  training and/or publicity, hardcopy still preferred by scholars, or overseas Korean studies not yet at the level to require such extensive resources. The trial gave vendors the sense that overseas market potential is “not high”.

· Joy suggested a workshop on Korean electronic resources for end users (scholars) at the AAS conference as a possible next step.

6. Korean Short Story Index

Kyungmi Chun from the University of Hawaii made a presentation on the Korean Short Story Index. The index currently consists primarily of Korean short story collections held at the Hamilton Library of the University of Hawaii.  Short stories published in literary magazines are not included.

The index is arranged by authors' names in Korean alphabetic (hangul) order. The database currently contains the contents of about 1,000 collections. Its compilation took about two and half years. It is a free database. Any interested users can help to build this index by sending Kyungmi Chun (Fax: 808-956-5968) full bibliographic information (author, title, place of publication, publisher, year of publication) and a copy of the table of contents of a collection.

7. The Challenges Of Developing And Managing A Korean Video Collection

Sun-Yoon Lee from the University of Southern California discussed the collection development and cataloging procedures for USC’s Korean VHS/DVD film collection.

· The vendors for South Korean movies are YesAsia, AsianDB, YeonDVD, Chongchun Kukchang, KBS Media, MBC Production, and SBS production.

· The vendors for North Korean movies are: Let’s go Pukhan Yonghwa, Koryo Trading Co., Chongum Travel, Rainbow Trading Co., and NAATA.
· Contact information for the above vendors as well as Internet resources (Cinema/Film Internet Resources, Audio/Video Dictionary, DVD Dictionary) and details on cataloging can be found in Sun-Yoon's power point presentation on the CEAL Committee on Korean Materials Annual Meeting page (http://www.usc.edu/isd/archives/arc/libraries/eastasian/korea/ckm/).
· For further information:  

USC collection: http://www.usc.edu/isd/korean/resources/video-ab.html; 

Sun-yoon Lee: sunyoonl@usc.edu.

8. Announcements and closing

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

Recorded by Lucia Park, University of British Columbia

