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Establishing a collection requires an in-depth knowledge of the different markets and the different focuses of interest of the prospective researchers using our library. Of course we need to know as much as possible about the needs of our readers – nowadays some people would call it our customers. 

Collection building always reflects our efforts and the character of the library and of course our budget. 

Background

The East Asia Department of the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin, Germany, houses a special collection focussing on East and Southeast Asia within the federal system of German libraries. We are supervised and in part financed by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (German Research Foundation) in order to provide premium services to our readers. 

Within this framework, our Department supplies German and European libraries with publications in East Asian languages by means of a special inter-library loan service called “Blauer Leihverkehr” and we organise and offer access to a great variety of electronic resources for scholars in the field of Asian studies.

Collection building is just part of our work. We organise special fundings for big and important acquisitions, we monitor budgets and spending, and for our needs we acquire special legal knowledge on licensing and technology like authentication or hosting – and of course we are specialists on various different subjects.

Beyond the goals mentioned above we are always concerned to take our services to a new level: How can we provide all our different resources like printed journals, monographs, serials, printed statistics, E-Books, full text databases, internet resources and all other electronic resources to our readers? How can we achieve that our readers have unhindered access to our books and electronic articles but also become familiar with all the different material in different forms and formats? 

CrossAsia as a co-operative project 

With our project, the East and Southeast Virtual Library – CrossAsia – it is our goal to offer an important venue for research and study by providing efficient access to a great variety of resources like printed books, journals, articles, full texts and WebPages. In fact, CrossAsia is our platform to offer and distribute all e-resources and printed material in the field of East and Southeast Asian studies. This platform will not only be the starting point for research but also a one-stop-shop which will offer access to all kinds of metadata from the different repositories like our catalogue of printed books and our journals database (German national catalogue of serials) and for metadata from the electronic resources like China Academic Journals, Wanfang or Apabi products etc. For this purpose we utilise technologies like metasearch engines and search engines like lucence. My presentation will focus on establishing a collection of printed and electronic resources and how we make all the different resources visible and accessible to our readers.

CrossAsia – Organisation

CrossAsia is a co-operative project of the Berlin State Library and partners (the German Institute of Global and Area Studies, Hamburg, the State and University of Library Lower Saxony in Göttingen, the Institute for Chinese Studies at Heidelberg University, Heidelberg, the Department of Chinese and Korean Studies at Tübingen University, Tübingen, the Department of Japanese Studies at Tübingen University, Tübingen, the Internet Guide for Chinese Studies, Leiden, the Netherlands; and CrossAsia in conjunction with the Asian Studies WWW Virtual Library and the Nordic Institute of Asian Studies). 

The Virtual Library East and Southeast Asia – Cross Asia – will develop into an interdisciplinary portal and central access point for online information on East and Southeast Asian studies. The aim is to achieve an integrated research of the distributed resources for users on research, teaching, and study.

The cooperation of the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin with its national and international project partners ensures that a great variety of information from and about East and Southeast Asia is covered independently from the form of publication. The spectrum of subjects varies from the philologies to history, political science, economics, and regional studies. Both printed and electronic resources are integrated into the portal.

In the first phase of the project (2005 – 2007) the relevant resources of the national and international institutes were combined virtually. Furthermore, access to licensed databases is offered through the East Asia Department of the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin.

In the second phase of the project (2007 - 2009) the existing parts of the portal will be extended and further search and other technical tools will be implemented. Additionally, an Digital Archive on Asia will be added.

Special attention of the project - CrossAsia - is given to the different writing systems within East and Southeast Asia.

Beyond this portal the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin plans to move as many metadata as possible from catalogues, digitisation projects and any electronic resources etc. into one repository and offer new and different ways of accessing the whole collection of printed and electronic or digitised material.

Evaluation and Needs

The East Asia collection as part of the German national project of specialised collections partly funded by the German Research Foundation (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft) has assumed responsibility for organising access to its collections in at least two different ways: 1. the Blauer Leihverkehr for serving German scholars with printed material and 2. through CrossAsia as the technical platform of the Berlin East Asia collection and its access to a great variety of electronic resources from China, Japan, Korea and Western countries. Therefore a close relationship between researchers and the universities on one site and us guarantees that the needs of the researchers can be fulfilled. This means that the East Asia Department of the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin tries to be a partner of the German researcher community, although the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin is no university library with a campus of it’s own. A first CrossAsia conference with 65 participants took place at Heidelberg University in November 2008 and offered the chance to enhance the relationship between the East Asia Department and the researchers from different universities.

User statistics give us a good overview and impression of the needs and the acceptance of this new approach of organising access to electronic resources on a national level. In combination with a close relationship with the researchers on all the different levels (professors, assistant professors, staff, and students) we can now watch the two markets:  first the needs of our users and second the market of electronic resources 

Information on our work and projects:

Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin / Berlin State Library

http://www.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de
East Asia Department of the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin

http://ead.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de 

CrossAsia

http://crossasia.org
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