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Following the Fifth China-North America Library Conference in Beijing, China, September 2010, the China and North America Organizing Committees have jointly identified a post-conference initiative - “China-North America Collaboration on Chinese Rare Book Digitization and Metadata Sharing” – the goal of which is, through the assistance and collaboration of rare book and repository technology subject experts in China and North America, to create a national digital registry and repository of the comprehensive holdings of Chinese rare books among the East Asian libraries in North America.  To achieve this goal, this project calls for a broad collaboration among the East Asian libraries and recommends a progressive implementation plan that consists of at least the following two phases: 1) conducting an online survey of the holdings of Chinese rare books among the thirteen East Asian collections in North America.  This survey will be able to inform the number of Chinese rare book titles that need cataloging and call for the assistance of subject experts in China.  2) Identify a number of East Asian partnering libraries to convene an initial meeting and discuss collaboration.  Discussion topics should include best practices, collaboration model, funding resources, cataloging solutions, metadata standards sharing, and other potential partners, etc.  This core group will provide a more complete proposal, continue to hold frequent discussions, and design further implementation plans in order to pursue the completion of the project.


Undoubtedly, such broad-extent undertaking of the digital preservation of Asian cultural heritage across North America is unprecedented and requires extremely thorough planning and tireless pursuit.  A number of institutions have expressed their strong interest and support.  This project will be mutually beneficial not only for the East Asian libraries in North America and participating academic/research libraries in China, but also for the scholarly communities everywhere.
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