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Hello, My name is Eulsoon Ma working for the National Assembly Library in Korea. I'm charging in building up meta-data DB for digital library services. Thank you for giving me this opportunity to introduce our library's services and policy.  

Every year we have participated this conference to share our library's services, plans and long-term strategies. As some of you probably understand that our services focus on "Master and Doctorate Theses" and "Journal articles" databases", however, in my speech I'll introduce  "government online- information", so that it'll help to provide better services of Korean studies & research. Also, I'll introduce another international cooperation programs briefly.
1 History of building up Digital Library
The National Assembly Library’s digital library project was begun during the foreign exchange crisis era, back in 1997, to reduce the unemployment rate of high-educated workers as one of the government IT unemployment plan. At that time the Korean government built up the basic plan of “National Digital Library Services” to reduce redundant investments of Digitalizing project, and designated 6 organizations including the National Assembly Library, the National Library of Korea and other 4 organizations to build up specific purposes of online library services like different subjects, and characteristics of the contents. NAL charges digitalization of the social science information and government publications.
After that, every year the National Assembly Library builds up about 10 million pages and now we have about 116 million pages.

■ Necessity of services Government Information 

The reason for the National Assembly Library to collect all governments' publications, and provide them via internet is that these kinds of information can be highly reliable and credential compared with the information from other sources for all references of the research, and also can be background information for legislative activities of the National Assembly. Second, in the legislative organizations' point of view, all publications from the governments can give a chance to monitor current governments' policies whether the policies are going well. Lastly, in citizens' point of view, the information and the contents from the Library can give a better understanding of nationwide public policies. So with these kinds of reasons, our library wants to collect all publications from the governments, and the collected information has been digitalized with the first priority to provide online library services. 

■ Contents of NAL Digital Library  

Every year about 130,000 books and about 35,000 files of government publications are collected and currently about 27million (2,700,000) pages of contents are provided through online library services. I'll explain these ones with the respect to the collected information from legislation, administration, and justice respectively. 

  
- Collected information from The Legislature 

Before 1996, the National Assembly Library started HTML documentation and indexing services in first about the meeting minutes of all legislative activities as a pilot project. So with the previous project experiences, the library could adopt digital library services easily and successfully since 1997. Today, all meeting minutes regarding on the National Assembly’s legislative activities since 1948 can be accessible through the library's website.  

From 1998 to 2002, all information including the speeches of National Assembly speakers, Act and Treaty in early 1900s, public announcements from National Assembly, National Audits Results, and the list of submitting documents for the governments are built up to the online contents to enable digital library services. In 2005, one of the rare information at the library, collection of ‘the Legislative at Provisional government of Republic of Korea', was digitalized. All these kinds of information can be read in 'Legislative Publications' under the monograph  


The information from the administration includes white papers, statistics, and publications, and all contents are digitalized. Since 2004, the national research, 'National Research R&D Report' has been collected and digitalized. This information is the results from the issue reports of the governments so that it should be provided with the priority to the public before the booklets are ready to release. If there is no digital file format available from the booklets, then both cataloguing and digitalizing are performed at the same time. Every year about  8,000 books, and 1,500,000 pages are built up, and today we have about 7.5 million pages of online government R&D reports. This information is available in 'Government Publication Menu' under the Monograph of Digital Library website.  


Have you ever accessed to the 'Korea Knowledge Portal' on the web? This portal site provides information issued by each government organization from 2001 to 2008 (Fund-raised digitalizing project).
The National Assembly Library charges in digitalization of government publications.  

Since mid 2000s, the Assembly members wished to file up more current issues than ever before, and more information has been opened up in public through the e-government policy. In 2005, the Library developed the systems to collect and catalogue internet resources. With this system we provide internet resources that governments have already opened on the web. These internet resources are categorized by press release, statistics, other research reports, filing report to the congress, guideline & manuals, and speeches. The information regarding on press releases can give a guide to monitor government policy.  

Statistics, as one of the significant sources, can be automatically tagged as ‘statistical data’ by figuring their contents. For enhancing the prompt production of metadata, auto-enrollment system of title and author, and dual screen system which allows producing metadata while checking out the files were developed. They are available through ‘Internet Resources’ at the National Assembly Digital Library.

In 2005, to collect all government issuing publications NAL developed the information system for publication. This system can gather issuing note/news of the government publications automatically on the web. It can also make a request form to send new publications from the government.
The majority of the judicial recourses are statutes; on the contrary, we have been focusing on various legal information including revision and amendment of laws, history of laws, index of legislations, and etc. More details of the legal information services will be introduced in the near future.

Some of the resources at the NADL as I mentioned earlier may cause you a little trouble to access; however we are carefully examining to promote the user’s convenience before reforming the NADL next year.
Recently we can easily access to the government information via online. However, NAL has filed up digitalized analog information & data, that is not common in other libraries or organizations to enable access old enough information via online.


■ Introduction of International Cooperation at National Assembly Library 

Next, I'd like to introduce current focusing areas, especially on international cooperation project. 

We understand that there are lots of libraries or librarians interesting in Korean study to connect with National Assembly's digital library service.  

As you know that, based on the Korean copyright law, the digital contents provided by National Assembly Library should be read or accessed only within the libraries such as public, & private organizations, or universities. Not for any other places beyond the libraries. So through the agreement on the mutual cooperation between NAL and domestic & foreign libraries, the NAL can provide digital library services 

Today we have 2 stages of the policy to make an agreement of international cooperation. Firstly, we don't have any condition to the country's culture center or public libraries. That is, NAL provides digital library services without any condition if there is country's culture center or public library which wants to promote and deploy Korean Study. And for the second stage, we have a cooperational condition to make an agreement. If there is a library to share the digital contents in NAL, then those libraries should give a chance to get librarian dispatch program. As a kind of librarian dispatch program, we hope one of the librarians at NAL to work for a library in North America. 

We understand that the sizes of your libraries and the status of your positions vary considerably. And we understand that some of your school or library went into financial trouble due to the global economic downturn. The National Assembly Library would like to be of any help to support you, Korean Studies librarians for better Korean reference services. It has started both photo copy services and reference services since 2008, and eased the standards for the digital library collaborations. Though your library’s potential for developing Korean Studies, number of users on Korean materials, and/or a long-term status of serving as Korean studies librarians will be preferentially considered. Ms. Kyong-Sook Shin, visiting librarian at Stanford University last year, is in charge of the international collaboration. For those of you who are interested in such collaboration, I will give you her contact information.
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