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Undeniable Headache 

■ Complicated sound changes

■ Hybrid word division

■ Tons of exceptions



Déjà Vu

Romanization

■ Rules

– 웃어 = usŏ

– 식용 = sigyong

■ Exceptions

– 웃어른 = udŏrŭn

– 음식용 = ŭmsingnyong

Grammar

■ Rules

– kid / kids

– watch / watched

■ Exceptions

– child / children

– see / saw



No Master Key, After All

■ No romanization or pronunciation dictionaries

■ No perfect natural language processing solutions (yet)

■ No affordable super computers (yet)



A Tool, Maybe

■ AutoIt v3 (from www.autoitscript.com)

– Easy to learn BASIC-like syntax

– Simulate keystrokes and mouse movements

– Manipulate windows and processes

– Interact with all standard windows controls

– Scripts can be compiled into standalone executables



Autoit, Inside & Outside

■ Coding with AutoIt3 ■ Executable Program



Showcase

■ 김 영랑, 선우 휘, 강 빛나, 심 마르시아스

■ 신여성들 은 무엇 을 꿈 꾸었는가?

■ 눈물 없이 무지개 는 피지 않는다 : 서울역 구두 닦이 출신
영어 교수 의 살아 있는 자서전 (초판. 서울시 : 문화 행동, 
1992)



With Some Caveats

■ Manual word division first

■ Resolve ambiguities

■ ALWAYS proofread



What Is Irreplaceable Is …



Because Computers Can’t Tell

■ Whether 삶은 계란 is

– salmŭn kyeran “A boiled egg”

or

– sam ŭn kyeran “Life is like an egg”

■ Whether 문과 (文科) is

– munkwa “liberal arts” 

or

– mun’gwa “civil service examination”



Working Group on Korean Romanizer

■ Members

– Hyoungbae Lee (Princeton, Chair)

– Hyunjoo Eom (UBC)

– Eunseung Oh (Stanford)

– Jee-Young Park (Chicago)

■ Tested and analyzed all the examples in ALA-LC Korean 
romanization rules.

■ Strategic approach based on the analysis.

■ Improvement and more features.



Online Reporting & Discussion



Try Demo Version

■ http://tinyurl.com/CEALDEMO

– Highlight Korean text and,

 CTRL+ALT+K : for general use

 CTRL+SHIFT+K : for personal names

– CTRL+ALT+o/u : ŏ/ŭ

– CTRL+SHIFT+\ : ǂ

– Works only on Windows PC

– Will stops working after 30 days (Demo)

– May require administrator permission

(Right mouse click > Run as administrator)


