[Some notes from reports on UK cultural visits to the DPR Korea, 2001 and 2002]

Names and addresses of book suppliers 

· RIM Bong suk 
Choson Ch’ulp’anmul kyoryu hyophoe

· Taewae saop chidowon
PO Box 222,

      PYONGYANG.

Telephone, 850 218 111 (8842),  Fax 850 2381 4632

· Korean Publications Import Export Corporation

PO Box 29

Yokjon dong

Yonggwang Street

Central District

Pyongyang

DPR Korea

Telephone 850 2 18111

Fax 850 2 381 4404  /850 2 381 4410

· Ju Kyong Ho

Head of international book exchange section

Grand People’s Study House

DPR of Korea

Central District

Pyongyang

PO Box 200

Telephone  8502 321 2614

Fax 8502 381 4427    /   8502 381 2100

References consulted for journey to Pyongyang:

Scenic Spots and Historic Relics in Korea. Pyongyang, 1995

E McCune  The Arts of Korea: An Illustrated History  Rutland and Tokyo, 1962

K. Lee A New History of Korea Cambridge, Mass. And London, 1984

G  and M Henderson  The North Considered: Ruminations on an Encounter. Visit to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. Unpublished report, 1981
G Henderson

Art, archaeology and classical architecture in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea: A sub-Report to a Visit. Unpublished report, 1981

Korea Guidebook. Pyongyang, 1989 (erratum slip inserted )

Kaesong travel  guide, written and edited by Kang Kwang Su, no date, 72pp.

Korean Culture  vol. 10: 2 (1989) Barry Till, ‘King Kongmmin’s Tomb’.

The Korean Central History Museum, Pyongyang 1989

The Korean Folkore Museum, Pyongyang, 1992

Musee des Beaux-Arts de Coree  Pyongyang, 1989

Songhwa Art Studio, Pyongyang 1997

Korean Arts and Crafts: Korea Minye Company, Pyongyang, no date

Mt Myohyang Travel Guide, DPR of Korea Pyongyang, no date (70 pp)
Tomb of King Tangun. Pyongyang, 1995

The Tomb of King Tongmyong.  Pyongyang, 1993

Kangso Three Tombs  Pyongyang, 1979

Mural Paintings of Koguryo, Pyongyang, 1979

Tentative List of DPR of Korea Cultural and Natural Heritage, Pyongyang c.2000

· Books and others acquired for the British Library in 2001

For the National Sound Archive, four CD ROM’s and a tape of contemporary music, published by Kwangmyong Umaksa, titles ‘Jon Hye Yong’s Solos 5’, ‘The State Symphony Orchestra’, ‘Kim Kwang Suk’s Solos 4’, ‘The Songs of Hearts That Follow the General’ 
‘Choson minyo kokchip 3’.

For the Oriental and India Office Collections [now Asia, Pacific and Africa Collections]

Volumes 5, 6 8 and 11 of Choson yujon yumul togam / Illustrated Book of Ruins and Relics of Korea. (These come from a  20 volume set is published by ‘Choson yujok yumul togam’ p’yonchan wiwonhoe, ca. 1990 and is rare.) These large format art books survey monuments and are arranged chronologically. They contain records and photographs of places and buildings and relics in North Korea as well as in the South. I purchased them not from the state publishing organisation and therefore had  hand-carry them out of the country. Apparently, regulations prohibit the mailing of publications out of the country  except by the state publishing export import corporation, which is not able to secure supply of every title published. I intend to acquire the other 16 volumes from the same source on my next visit.)

60 monographs in Korean, selected from a list of over 600 supplied by the Export Import Corporation (these are in transit at time of writing). I chose literary and historical works, as well as dictionaries and reference works. The lists supplied are not of a high quality. There is a surprisingly small amount of material available. The DPRK encyclpedia was also bought.

Six periodicals were selected from the list suppied by the Export Import Corporation.

I bought numerous guide books and catalogues of places visited: museums, tombs and temples, although most were over 10 years old and some were printed on poor paper and had not been well edited. I thought it worthwhile to obtain what was available. There was much material I had not previously seen, as well as some titles from the 1980s and 90s that the British Library already holds.

I also bought some special materials: calligraphy panels in the Korean script Hangul, posters and artwork for posters in the socialist realist style. These were bought at the Mansudae studios, the state art production centre, which also made the statues we saw at Tongmyon’s and Wang Kon’s tombs, and designed and detailed the ‘Halls of Presents’ at Myohyangsan.

· [In 2002 I bought about 100 further books and journals, including several titles about music and more art and archaeology publications. Since I was in the British Embassy, I was able to fax my office for checking of British Library holdings, and so the selection process was more thorough. ]

· Titles bought in 2001 have now been added to the British Library catalogue, http://www.bl.uk/blpc
Beth McKillop, March 2003
