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What We Accomplished

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/jeal/


The Archive It Collection at JHU



Discovery tool(1): Catalog Record



Discovery Tool (2): LibGuide page



Significance (1): Why Social Media
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Articles still online as of March 8, 2018

Online Offline



∗ Anti-corruption campaign (2012-): So far
∗ 1.53 million CCP members disciplined
∗ 278,000 prosecuted, including 440 ministerial or 

provincial officials, 43 Central Committee members 
(about 11.4% of that body)

∗ 13,000 military officers dismissed; more than 50 
generals imprisoned for corruption

Significance (2): Why Anti-corruption 
campaign



Significance (cont.): consequently 



∗ Archiving Weibo via API
∗ Social Feed Manager (SFM)
∗ The anti-corruption campaign collection

Web Archiving at GW



A Weibo



{

"created_at": "Thu May 11 15:43:13 +0800 2017",

"id": 4106245138832598,

"text": "#民生服务# 【中央机关公开遴选选调360名公务员】2017年中央机关公开遴选和公
开选调公务员工作今日开始报名。此次公开遴选和公开选调共有56个中央机关参加，计划选拔360名
公务员。[心]报名时间截止5月22日18:00。[心]笔试时间为2017年6月25日，[心]考试地点设在北
京、上海、西安、兰州等17个城市。详情 ",

"source": "<a href=\"http://app.weibo.com/t/feed/6ghA0p\" 
rel=\"nofollow\">搜狗高速浏览器</a>",

"user": {

"screen_name": "西安国际港务区",

"name": "西安国际港务区",

"location": "陕西",
"followers_count": 22224,

“created_at": "Mon Mar 24 13:42:11 +0800 2014”

},

“comments_count": 1,

}

Full Weibo: https://gist.github.com/justinlittman/db0280402a2ded54cc3d539a798c16e0

A Weibo retrieved from the API

https://gist.github.com/justinlittman/db0280402a2ded54cc3d539a798c16e0


API



∗ “friends timeline” method
∗ Returns last 150 weibos of the user and user’s friends.
∗ Part of basic API

∗ “topic search” method
∗ Returns most recent 200 weibos matching a topic, e.g., 

“#keyword#” or “#你好#”
∗ Part of advanced API

Affordances of the Weibo API



∗ Open source software developed by George Washington 
University Libraries

∗ Supports Twitter, Tumblr, Flickr & Sina Weibo.
∗ For researchers, faculty, students, and archivists.
∗ Lower the barriers to collecting social media data:

∗ User-friendly website to create, manage & export collections
∗ Handles technical aspects of working with APIs

http://go.gwu.edu/sfm

Social Feed Manager

http://go.gwu.edu/sfm


SFM: Create collection



SFM: Describe collection



SFM: Harvesting



SFM: Export



Anti-corruption collection by date

June 29, 2016 - May 10, 2017: 91,584 weibos



Topic Count

纪检监察 545

反腐倡廉 457

2017两会 417

2017看两会 402

北电学生举报教授 401

央视新闻微直播 380

关注里约奥运 373

微博看两会 294

北电学生实名举报女教授 264

一起看奥运 245

Anti-corruption collection by topic



∗ Few methods available for collecting weibos.
∗ Poor documentation
∗ Difficult to get credentials, especially for Advanced 

API.
∗ For security reasons, some parts of Sina Weibo 

website are blocked.

Special thanks to Victor Tan.

Challenges of the Weibo API



Thanks!

∗ Yunshan Ye (Johns Hopkins University)
yye@jhu.edu

∗ Justin Littman (George Washington University)
justinlittman@gwu.edu ; @justin_littman.
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