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The Project and the Archive
• Project leader: Wu Wenguang 吴文光

• Duke faculty: 
• Guo-juin Hong, Director of the Program in Arts of the Moving Image
• Ralph Litzinger, Professor of Cultural Anthropology
• Nicole Barnes, Professor of Chinese history

• Library team working with the archive:
• Luo Zhou, Chinese Studies Librarian, and the interns
• Kevin Smith, Duke’s former Scholarly Communications Officer

Deed of Gift: The Donor will grant Duke a non-exclusive, perpetual license to publish and 
provide access to the content using a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 
International license.

• Matthew Farrell, Digital Record Archivist
• Craig Breaden, Audiovisual Archivist
• Naomi Nelson, AUL, Director of Rubenstein Library
• Kristina Troost, Head of International & Area Studies
• Ann Elsner, AUL for Administrative Services
• Molly Bragg, Head of Digital Collections & Curation Services
• Will Sexton, Head of Software Services



Summary of the Archive in Numbers

• 160 filmmakers participated since 2010 
• 1100 villagers from 17 provinces and 2 province-level municipalities:

• 628 interviews have transcripts and/or blogs
• other interviews have only basic information of the interviewees

• 1117 videos
• Length: 1 to 120+ minutes
• 12 Formats: MPG, AVI, MTS, M2T, MP4, VOB, MOV, WMV, FLV, M2V, MKV and MPA 
• Subtitles: about 5% have Chinese subtitles

• 629 blogs: 89 have been translated into English
• 229 transcripts: some were supplied by the filmmakers, some were 

transcribed by student interns; 119 transcripts have been translated into 
English



Metadata Schema

• Descriptive Metadata:
• Title: English & Chinese
• Interview date
• Location: province, city, county, village, in Chinese & pinyin
• Interviewee: name in Chinese & pinyin, gender, age
• Filmmaker/Interviewer: name in Chinese and pinyin
• Subject: English & Chinese
• Interview summaries: English & Chinese

• Technical Metadata
• Item unique ID
• Video: length, format, etc.



The Memory Project: Finding Aids
https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/findingaids/memoryprojectpilot/

https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/findingaids/memoryprojectpilot/


• An updated finding aid: data normalization
• A digital collection in Duke Digital Repository (DDR)
• Challenges

• Reformat video files for long-term preservation
• The project continues with new materials deposited every year
• Create more transcripts and translations 

Thank you!

Moving Forward
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