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Managing Metadata: common issues 

• Technical Service perspective
• Metadata Quality

• controlled by library-standards, Marc21, 
RDA, BIBFRAME etc.

• Public Service perspective 
• Information Literacy 

• faculty and students 
• Community patrons



 Oberlin College Visual Resources Image Collection 

 Visual Resource

Adelia Field Johnston – 1878 first female 
professor in Oberlin, teaching Medieval history, 
collecting European and Northern African art;

earliest college ‘slide collection’ lantern slides;

Now: 84,000 files, only 36,000 on the digital 
collection;

CONTENTdm

Example 1 of Digital Collection

http://www2.oberlin.edu/library/visual.html


Oberlin College Visual Resources 
Images Collection



Search Term: Longmen



Search Term: Buddhist cave



Search Term: Buddhist



Example 2 of Digital Collection

 Mary A. Ainsworth Collection of Japanese Artists’ 
Books 

Mary A. Ainsworth – 1889 Oberlin Graduate;

 1905 first travel to Japan; donated to the library 
and museum in 1950s;

300 volumes of Japanese illustration books; 
prints go to museum, books and woodblocks 
are all housed in Special Collection 
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Mary A. Ainsworth Collection of 
Japanese Artists’ Books



Mary A. Ainsworth Collection of 
Japanese Artists’ Books



Mary A. Ainsworth Collection of 
Japanese Artists’ Books



Artist’s Book Title
“As you change 2010+2014”



Artist’s Book Title
“As you change 2010+2014”



Good Metadata – Cataloger View



Good Metadata – Cataloger View



Good Metadata – Patron’s View



Solution

• Communication
• Teamwork
• More dialogue 
• Feedback 

• Education
• Workshops
• Instruction 

• Collaboration
• Catalog
• Reference Librarian
• Digital Librarian
• Visual Resource Curator

• Promotion 
• Outreach Image credit: https://www.skmurphy.com/blog/2009/06/28/michael-schrage-on-innovation-collaboration-tools-and-incentives/
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