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What is the Data Platform？

Since its online trial-use in the second half of 2017, the data 

platform has added about 500 late Qing and Republican era 

newspapers, more than 1800 periodicals from those periods, and 

over 23000 books.

Integrative Historical Source Materials Database



※Free of Charge, Open Access Data Platform

※The Data Platform has uploaded around 14 million high-

definition 150 dpi to 300 dpi scanned images. Anyone can 

easily browse all the available images and by registering a free 

account can download to a maximum of 2000 pages per month.



• National Social Sciences Fund（国家社科基金）

• Cofounder：Chinese Academy of Social Sciences（中国社会科学
院）, the National Library（国家图书馆）, and the State Archives 
Administration（国家档案局）

• Built by the Institute of Modern History of CASS（中国社会院近代
史研究所）



What does the Data Platform contain? 

• Historical Materials of Second Sino-Japanese War and the 
modern Sino-Japanese relationship is only part of what the 
Data Platform contains;

• the Platform is also aimed at incorporating historical source 
materials on China from the late nineteenth century to 1949. 
Early in the process of initiating the program, We’ve agreed 
that it would be too narrowly thematic for the Platform to 
only gather Wartime materials.



• The currently available newspapers on the Data Platform 
include both major newspapers with national influence 
and local papers. The four most famous newspapers of 
modern China, the Shen Pao(申报), the Ta Kung Pao（大
公报）, the Social Welfare Tientsin（益世报）, and The 
Republican Daily News（民国日报） have all gone live. 

• Apart from that, the collection spans all major provinces 
and large cities as well as local newspapers based in 
smaller cities. 



• The Data Platform has collected more than 23,000 books 
regarding politics, military affairs, economics, culture, 
education and health care, which together present a 
multifaceted history of Modern China. Some of the 
books are valuable materials that have not been fully 
exploited in academic research and could only be found 
in the Platform.



• The Data Platform has 1700 periodicals comprehensively 
reflecting the political, economic and social situation of 
modern China. 

• Some periodicals in the Platform focus on specific topics, 
such as film, drama, children, women, economics, 
military affairs, culture, education, science, radio 
transmission, aviation, medicine and health care, which 
provide abundant primary sources for social and cultural 
history studies and may shed new light on these fields in 
modern China.





From the Past to the Future

•Copyright issues

•The Age of Digital Humanities



Thank you for listening!


