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1) Sustainability is a Scholarly Practice

An initiative directed by my Pitt 
colleague Alison Langmead



…which means that decisions about 
sustainability are about research and pedagogy



2) Sustainability is an Institutional Practice
What needs to be sustained?
• Code and content
• Community and staff
• Funding
• Server space and web accessibility 
• …..
• All of these things require time, 

money, personnel, and plans.
• No entity provides for any of this on 

most campuses and for most 
projects.

• Libraries may not be the answer for 
live and interactive projects.



The World 
Historical 
Gazetteer
whgazetteer.org



The WHG team is working with 
the University Library to store 
the WHG index and to ensure 
that it is visible in the library 
catalogue and search results as a 
citable scholarly work.



3) Open Data and Linked Open Data are not 
the whole solution, but they help

…This allows for redistribution, forking and remixing, and where possible, open digital 
culture is the right thing ethically and intellectually as well.







BOOKS are an excellent sustainable 
platform for scholarship. This 
requires collaborative effort by 
authors, publishers, and libraries. 
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