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Three major acquisitions

Acquired before and during the pandemic

e Norman Spencer’s Photographs of Chinese Independent Arts and Films and Independent Film Festival Posters
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Norman Spencer Photographs
About this collection

Extent
683 digital objects.

Description

Norman A. Spencer, Ph.D. has taught at universities in Africa, China, and the U.S. including the China
Communications University in Beijing. From 1999 to 2019 he repeatedly traveled to China
documenting notable artists, writers, directors and musicians active in the Chinese independent and
underground film and art scene. Most of the photographs were taken in Beijing and later in Dali in
Yunnan Province in the southwest of China. Dali is considered a “free zone” where celebrities, artists,
writers, and musicians intermingle and celebrate life with local ethnic minorities and with young
Chinese who choose to live on the margins of mainstream society. Spencer also documented well
known Chinese artists and writers who live in exile in New York City, London, and Paris. Spanning
more than twenty years, the photographs in this collection capture a rare glimpse into the lives of the
Chinese film and art scene at the turn of the 21st century. Descriptions of the images were provided
by Norman Spencer and his wife, Xiaojian Peng.
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Creation Date

1999-2019

Creator

% Spencer, Norman A.

Series

¥ Art/Music/Dance
% Dali
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Becoming friends with Chinese writers, artists and film people, | felt comfortable and
at ease whenever | was around them or their friends. Consequently, | did not consider
myself as a complete outsider when | attended film events and met new people in
Beijing and Shanghai during my sabbatical.

In fact, | was beginning to feel more at home and freer in China than | had been in
the U.S. for decades. | am of the generation of 1968. My personality has been shaped by
the intensity of the struggle for racial equality, the anti war movement, the
confrontational spirit of left wing politics and the excitement of living in San Francisco
during the mid and late 1960s. Therefore, | experienced the important cultural events

in China during 2001 and 2002 as a return to my roots.

10YEARS OF QUEER CINEMA IN CHINA BY NORMAN SPENCER
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o NORMAN SPENCER

Norman A. Spencer, Ph.D. has taught at
universities in Africa, China and the United
States including Tianjin Foreign Cultures
University in China from 1982-1983 and
China Communications  University in
Beijing from 2001-2002. He has written on
African, West Indian and African American
culture and politics. He edited with Shirley
Geok - Lin Lim One World of Literature
(Houghton Mifflin, 1993 He edited and
wrote the introduction for Yan Li's book
Things Are Symbols of Themselves
(Shanghai, 2006 An interview with him
about his cultural activities in China was
published in Bei Dao's Jintian (Today) in
Hong Kong in 2007. He published a
photography memoir with commentary on
Chinese independent and underground
cinema in the twentieth anniversary issue
of Positions: Asia Critique (Duke University
Press, 2012) And his photography book I
Experience the World Through My Lens
was published by Artron Art Group /
Yachang Beljing in 2014. A selection of his
photography appeared in Yang Lian's Xing
Cunzhe (Survivor) in Beijing in 2017. And an
exhibition of his photography is scheduled
for October, 2017 at the University of
California San Diego.

Professor Spencer was active in the
Civil Rights Movement in the American
South during the early 1960s. He
attended the Highlander Folk School
where the famous song "We Shall
Overcome"” originated. He was a member
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committe (SNCC) and Students for a
Democratic Society (SDS) while he was a
student at Sewanee: The University of the
South which was racially segregated
during this period. Later he fought in the
Vietnam War as a seaman in the U.S. Navy
but was active in the anti-war movement
when he returned to the U.S. He did a
M.A. at San Francisco State University
when it was a center for the Black Arts
Movement and later wrote a Ph.D
dissertation under the direction Amiri
Baraka/ LeRoi Jones, the radical African
American writer, intellectual and political
activist, at the State University of New
York at Stony Brook.

Professor Spencer currently lives in
New York City and is a full time professor
of English at State University of New York
at Nassau. He is married to Peng Xiaojian
(Shanghai, 1974). They have a house in a
Bai (minority) village near Old Dali in
Yunnan Province in the south of China
where they spend their vacations and
sabbatical leaves.

exhibit catalog

Being There

e

By Chris Berry

Norman Spencer's photographs of figures from the world of the Chinese arts and
academia, beginning from the 1990s, are very compelling to look at. But it is not easy for
me to put my finger on what makes them so fascinating. Many of the subjects are
celebrities, like the film director Jia Zhangke or the author Mianmian. But the pictures
are not depthless icons, like Warhol's celebrity portraits. Nor are they like the
documentary photography | often see coming out of China. Yes, they are very casual,
but they are not shots of street China. Sometimes the subjects strike a careful pose and
look at the camera, but in a manner too relaxed to be confused with publicity portraits
shot by a commercial photographer. Some of the pictures are taken in clubs, or on
movie sets, but they do not have the ambushed look of paparazzi shots, either...

They seem to capture the moment from the perspective of someone who was there
long enough to be part of the scene, not an outsider hovering around the edges. Of
course, not many people get this close to celebrities, and even fewer non-Chinese
speaking foreigners get to hang out in this way. | have been researching China for years,
and | also recognize some of the people in this book as friends whom | have known for
years. But | do not think | really pass time with them in the way that these photos
suggest Norman does.

Perhaps this sense from the photos of being there is Norman's contribution to what
the Chinese call the "xianchang" aesthetic. Xianchang is a term you find on your
television screen to let you know you are watching a live feed. It conveys that sense of
being in the moment, of contingency, and experience. It is a term that people have
been using ever since the early 1990s.

Norman's photographs also make me think about how and why we should
remember the past, and specifically China's recent past. And what does it mean to take
these seemingly private, even ephemeral moments, out of the photo album and
publish them? Of course, part of it is the pure pleasure of looking at a photo of someone
I know but have not seen for a while. There's documentary director Du Haibin, and how
bright that smile of his is! And the man many see as the father of Chinese independent
documentary, Wu Wenguang, is on the same page, surprisingly pensive for someone
otherwise confident and even commanding. But is the pleasure of these photos only a
sort of nostalgia? It is only about turning the page and saying to myself with a sigh,
“those were the days"?

_ Chris Berry is Professor in Film Studies at King’s College, London University.

Norman A. Spencer (Ph.D, SUNY Stony Brook) taught at China University of
Communication in 2001-2002 and has published on Chinese art, literature and film.
Through his connection with Beijing artists and his field base in Dali, Yunnan in
Southwest China, he has closely followed the development of Chinese independent
filmmaking. Bei Dao's Hong Kong-based journal Today (Jintian) carried an interview
with Professor Spencer on his cultural activities in China in 2007. Professor Spencer's
photography memoir “10 Years of Queer Cinema in China" appeared in the twentieth
anniversary issue of Positions: East Asia Cultures Critique (2012), a leading academic
journal published by Duke University Press.

Professor Spencer's photographs captured the intimate moments of key players in
Chinese alternative culture, especially queer cinema. The collection of his photographs.
‘enhances the UC San Diego Library’s world-renowned reputation as the best place to
study underground and independent Chinese cinema.

By Yingjin Zhang
Yingjin Zhang is the Distinguished Professor of Modern Chinese Literature at UC
San Diego.

Yan Li & Liu Sola Zhou Xun & cinematographer

The Library

UCSANDIEGO




exhibit catalog

m THE PHOTOGRAPHY OF NORMAN SPENCER
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Shi Tao & friends

Onsite exhibit in Oct 2017

Al Weiwel, artist & political activist Zhao Tao, actress Mian Mian, writer & actress

Yue Minjun, artist, Huo Feng, singer & Tao Hong, actress Zhang Ziyi, actress

The Library n THE PHOTOGRAPHY OF NORMAN SPENCER

UCSANDIEGO

Wu Wenguang, independent film director
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Creation Date
1999-2019

Creator

% Spencer, Norman A.

Series

% Art/Music/Dance
% Dali

% Documents

¥ Film/Television
% Jia Zhangke

% Li Xianting

¥ Queer Cinema
¥ Vietnamese Film
% Writers

[\ Wu Documentary Film ]
% Yue Minjun

Geographics

% Beijing (China)
% Dali Shi (China)
% New York (N.Y.)

Topics
¥ Artists
% Independent filmmakers
% Motion picture actors and actresses
% Motion picture producers and directors
% Poets

Formats
View formats within this collection

% image
% text
Languages

« Chinese
« English

Format: image

ITEM
Part of: Norman Spencer Photographs

Name: Spencer, Norman A ; Wu, Wenguang, 1956-

Date: 2001-09

Topic: Motion picture producers and directors; Performance artists; Documentary filmmaker

Format: image

ITEM

Wen Hui at screening of her documentary film Dance With Third
Grandmother

Part of: Norman Spencer Photographs

Name: Spencer, Norman A ; Wen, Hui, 1960-

Date: 2018-11

Topic: Women dancers; Women choreographers; Performance artists; Theater rehearsals;

independent filmmakers; WWomen motion picture producers and directors
Format: image

ITEM
Xu Xin at MoMA

Part of: Norman Spencer Photographs

Name: Spencer, Norman A ; Xu, Xin, 1966-

Date: 2011-02

Topic: independent filmmakers; Film screening: Documentary filmmaker
Format: image

ITEM

Jian Yi and wife in front of Brooklyn house 2 of 2

Part of: Norman Spencer Photographs

Name: Spencer, Norman A ; Jian, Yi, 1975-

Date: 2009-05

Topic: independent filmmakers; Husband and wife; Documentary filmmaker
Format: image

ITEM

Kevin Lee at MOMA

Part of: Norman Spencer Photographs

Name: Spencer, Norman A ; Lee, Kevin B., 1975-

Date: 2013-04

Topic: Film critics; Motion picture producers and directors; independent filmmakers
Format: image



Norman Spencer’s Photographs of Chinese Independent Arts and Films and Independent Film
Festival Posters

Started in 2018

Collaboration with donor, metadata librarian and digital initiative librarian

Progressed fast during the pandemic - data wrangling, lots of communication with the donor
Collection launched in February 2021.

Independent film festival posters collection under development

The Library
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Norman Spencer - Collection on Independent Chinese Films and Art Scenes Q | searchitems ‘
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< Norman Spencer - Collection on Independ...

Main Cataloger

Person — Other @

Date @
2007-07

Location

Chengdu, Sichuan Province, China

Location (controlled)

Spence

Chengdu (China) o
on

Description @

> spencer_jia_zhang_ke_15b.jpg

Xiaojian (wife) and | were invited by Jia Zhangke to observe and take photographs of the shooting of 24 Cities

Topics @
-]

Topics (controlled)

Motion picture:
Spencer: Top

Motion picture producers and directors @
Spencer: Topics ID 27520183 =

078

Series (controlled)

Jia Zhang Ke o

CSD [Spencer: Series Controlled List ID 27

Corporate name (controlled)

tion and direction

< Previous

Next >

% Options ~ Save

Share

[®) Save & Close

(ad B Media ~

spencer_jia_zhang_ke_15b.jpg
SSID: 27174784

Image - 1696 x 2544px 663.77 KB

Created on Nov 26, 19 by UCSD
Updated on Sep 18, 20 by UCSD
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Collections »
Chinese News
About this collection

Extent
670 digital objects.

Description

The Chinese News, the inaugural content for the Sally T. WongAvery collection, features a digital
archive of the newspaper created from the print archive donated by Mr. Stanley Ting in partnership
with UC San Diego Alumna, Lawyer and Philanthropist Ms. Sally T. WongAvery.

@ View Collection ltems
The Chinese News, founded by Mr. Ting in 1983, distributed news and advertising to the Chinese-

American population in San Diego until 1998. The weekly newspaper contains local and international
news articles written in Chinese in addition to advertising in English and Chinese.

Search this collection n

Date Issued
1983-1996

Donor
% WongAvery, Sally

Series
® Chinese News 1ZE8¥3R, San Diego

Geographic
% San Diego (California)

Topic
¥ Chinese Americans

Format
View formats within this collection

W text

Language
« Chinese



Refine your search

Repository >
Collection v
Chinese News 670
Decade >
Format >
Topic >
Series >

Search this collection..

Showing results for 1 - 20 of 670

Chinese News X

<[1]z[a] - [a[>] e Sort.title v | | 20 per page v | | Advanced Search |

ITEM

Chinese News fIlZERE -- Issue No. 002 (July 13-19, 1983)
Part of: Chinese News

Date: July 13-19, 1983

Topic: Newspaper

Format: text

ITEM

Chinese News fIlZEESE -- Issue No. 003 (July 20-26, 1983)
Part of: Chinese News

Date: July 20-26, 1983

Topic: Newspaper

Format: text

ITEM
Chinese News JIZER$3E -- Issue No. 004 (July 27 - August 2, 1983)
Part of: Chinese News

Date: July 27 - August 2, 1983

Topic: Newspaper

Format: text

ITEM

Chinese News JIlIZERE -- Issue No. 005 (August 3-9, 1983)
Part of: Chinese News

Date: August 3-9, 1983

Topic: Newspaper

Format: text

ITEM
Chinese News fIlZER3E -- Issue No. 006 (August 10-16, 1983)
Part of: Chinese News

Date: August 10-16, 1983

Topic: Newspaper

Format: text

ITEM

Chinese News fIlZERHE -- Issue No. 007 (August 17-23, 1983)

Part of: Chinese News

AR 47 An 4nnn

Chinese News fIIZEERFER -- Issue No. 002 (July 13-19, 1983)

File Size 162 MB

File Format

| ®Viewfie |

Collection
« Chinese News
Date Issued
July 13-19, 1983
Series
% Chinese News /IIZEESR. San Diego
Geographic
% San Diego (California)




News (San Diego) JN3ERF#R

Chinese

2019, launched in 2021.

n

Started

ion among alumna, founder of the newspaper and UCSD Library.

Collaborat
D

ingested to local DAMS.

High resolution images

ion outsourced;

igitizat

Issue level metadata.

Research value of ethnic newspaper.
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Post Cultural Revolution Political Posters (1976-1980)
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Post Cultural Revolution Political Posters (1976-1980)




Post Cultural Revolution Political Posters (1976-1980)

Two separate donations (2017, 2020)

Complement UCSD Library’s Chinese Cultural Revolution Posters Collection

2nd batch donated during the pandemic

Coordinated with Special Collections and Archives and Library Facilities to receive the donation during Covid
closure

e Preliminary metadata provided by scholar
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