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JAPN 402: Reading in Japanese Cultural Studies

• D e sign e d  fo r  stu d e n ts to  ch a lle n ge  th e ir  
Jap an e se  lan gu age sk ill w ith  var io u s r e ad in g 
m ate r ia ls

• Re q u ir e d  a  co m p le t io n  o f JAP N  30 2  (=3  y r s o f 
Jap an e se  lan gu age  classe s) u p o n  r e gist r a t io n

• C o u r se  th e m e : Re la t io n sh ip  b e tw e e n  
te ch n o lo gy  an d  th e  h u m an  in  co n te m p o r ar y  
Jap an



Library Day #1

Early February • Submit their research interest(s)

• Select one article from Asahi 
Newspaper

Class Schedule

Mid February
• Concept Mapping Exercise
• Asahi Newspaper Database

Early March

Late March

Presentation #1 • Presentation on the selected 
article

Library Day #2

• Asahi Shinbun Kikuzo II Database 
- 1:1 Breakout room (zoom)

• Select additional article(s) from 
Asahi Newspaper

Mid April

May

• Presentation on the topic

• WordPress Blog entry

Presentation #2



Final Project – W o r d P r e ss Blo g e n tr y



What is Concept Mapping exercise?

• T o  e xp an d / n ar r o w  d o w n  
th e  r e se ar ch  to p ic in to  a  
r e se ar ch  q u e st io n

• T o  b r a in sto r m  ke y w o r d s
fo r  th e  se ar ch  

Main concept



Concept Mapping Exercise – p r e  C O VID  t im e



Google Jam b o ar d – C O VID  t im e



What is Google Jam b o ar d ?



Google Jam b o ar d

P e n

Er ase r

St icky  n o te

Im age s
Sh ap e s
T e xt  b o x



Prework



Synchronous session

• W o r k  o n  th e ir  o w n  co n ce p t  m ap  

• D ivid e d  to  b r e ako u t  r o o m s

• C o n tr ib u te  to  e ach  o th e r ’s co n ce p t  m ap



Example Concept Map #1



Example Concept Map #2



Example Concept Map #3



Assessment – w h at  w o r ke d  an d  w h at  d id n ’t

Worked great on Google Jamboard : 
• Easy to master application 

• Faculty & Librarian can monitor all boards

• Students found easy to communicate with 
virtually shared boards

• Easy to copy & paste Japanese keywords

• Use images from the internet

• Casually add (and delete) the keywords



Assessment – w h at  w o r ke d  an d  w h at  d id n ’t

Challenges on Google Jamboard : 
(or on online teaching in general...) 

• Hard to see the students’ attention level

• Differences among breakout rooms



So what are the keepers? – P lan  fo r  P o st- C O VID  t im e

• P r e - class v id e o

• C o n ce p t  m ap p in g cr e a t io n  w ith  classm ate s

• Bilin gu al co n ce p t  m ap
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