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long library tradition since 1661 and collection history for Asiatica

after the Second World War: nationwide special collection plan (Sondersammelgebietsplan, SSG) for literature 
published abroad

to ensure that every scientifically relevant work from abroad was present and available in Germany in at least one 
copy 

from 1951 to 2015, the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin was responsible for the East Asia Special Collection (SSG 6.25)

since 2006: CrossAsia starts as service

fundamental evaluation of the DFG's funding program for special subject collections

in the third funding phase as the Special Information Service Asia (Fachinformationsdienst Asien, FID Asien) since 
2016

Our collections are partly financed within different projects

Our Background at Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin: 

Collection Development and the challenges of digitisation
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Yesterday ?

Today?
organizing access /

licensing

Tomorrow ?!
 /  / /  /
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Licensing as integral part of collection 
building and development

In accordance with our national 
responsibility, we require and follow specific 
licensing policies and frameworks:

• e-preferred strategy 

• access to licensed content beyond 
Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin  - access to all 
researchers with an affiliation to a 
German university etc.

• metadata with stable identifiers and 
linking

• archiving and hosting rights

• text and datamining rights
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418,000 titles with 67,2 million pages

Integrated Text-Repository – maintain & store licensed content in Berlin

Beyond Reading:
What comes after reading?

One of our answers: 
In line with our licenses –

• managing images and text data
• storing data / content storage
• securing content and data
• metadata management content
• data management
• data control 
• Follow FAIR principles
• design new data-based services



CC-BY 4.0

Integrated Text-Repository – manage & archive licensed content in Berlin
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Integrated Text-Repository – maintain & store licensed content in Berlin

The CrossAsia ITR Explorer provides 
a different perspective on the 
CrossAsia ITR resources and is 
supplementary to the CrossAsia 
Fulltext Search. 

It allows to combine and compare 
search results and visualize them 
showing their overlaps or 
distribution over time. Results refer 
in general to the book or issue, only 
for two Chinese newspapers they 
refer to the article level. Resources 
are the same as in the CrossAsia 
Fulltext Search, CJK character 
mapping is selectable.

https://crossasia.org/service/crossasia-lab/crossasia-itr/
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How to support DH:
exploratory and probably also innovative Proof-of-Concept by using Compute-to-data 
within OCEAN Ledger 

In the context of FID Asia and CrossAsia, resources managed 
as data objects in the ITR (currently approx. +50 million 
mostly in English and Chinese) 
Current services: ITR full-text search, ITR Explorer 
TDM rights exist

• Compute-To-Data: Algorithm goes to the data (not the 
other way around!) 

• Execution of the algorithm in a protected environment 
• Data itself will not be shared
• Only results of the algorithm are available for download 
• Merging via data hub
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In all projects, relevance to our collections and services is important or crucial

Our experience:

In addition to the classic and previous tasks such as book selection and processing, new tasks are being added in the area o
data and content management

Scaling challenge 

We have the vision:

• in a trustworthy international network, partners agree on common data standards and on controlled access modes

• partners share tasks, 

• share results with each other to avoid duplication of work, and

• support digital scholarship beyond their own institution through new operating models

Today & 

Tomorrow? 
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Thank you very much for your interest and kind attention!

Matthias Kaun

Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin  |  Berlin State Library
East Asia Department

matthias.kaun@sbb.spk-berlin.de

http://staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/

https://crossasia.org/

http://staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/
http://staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/
https://crossasia.org/
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