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East Asian Librarians’ Roles

- What roles that individuals can play in their
insitutitions?

- What roles that East Asian librarians as a
community can play to create a possible
future?
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Methodology

Tools:

- ChatGPT Plus
- KaiWu plugin (developed by Tsinghua University)

Language:

- English
- Simplified Chinese

Disciplines:

- Chinese Language
- Chinese Literature
- Chinese History
Chinese Art History
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Discipline 1: Chinese Language Teaching & Learning

Purpose:

- Test the capability of Al to compose a paragraph in Chinese for an assignment.
- In what ways Al is capable of being used in the classroom, and how Al can or cannot support

teaching and learning.

Scenario:

- A studentis enrolled in a mid-level Chinese class. She has a writing assignment in this class.

Assignment:

- Write a paragraph in 150 words about the Lunar New Year in Chinese.




Test 1: Using ChatGPT 4.0

Step1: Google "a paragraph to explain the Lunar New Year," use the first result from Google:

The Lunar New Year

For Chinese, in China and in ethnic communities around the world, the lunar new year is the most important and most festive holiday of the
year. Through centuries of China’s agrarian tradition, this was the one period when farmers could rest from their work in the fields. Family
members from near and far would travel to be with loved ones in time to usher out the old year and welcome in the new, with great celebratory
flourish. With a calendar dating from the third millennium BCE, the Chinese people have for thousands of years been building on ancient
customs of New Year celebrations. Although they may vary from region to region, village to village, and even family to family according to
social position, many of these customs are still observed. Today, all over China, during what is now commonly referred to as the Spring
Festival, passenger trains, buses, and river boats are packed with holiday travelers; shops do a flurry of business selling gifts, new clothes,
and festive foods; kitchens are bustling with preparations for elaborate feasts; and streets are filled with the sounds of firecrackers and
seasonal greetings.

Step 2: Copy the paragraph to ChatGPT, then use different prompts to refine the answer and get a
final result that looks the most satisfied.

http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/special/china_general_lunar.htm#:~:text=For%20Chinese%2C%?20in%20China%20and,their%20wor
k%20in%20the%20fields



You

Translate this into Chinese: "For Chinese, in China and in ethnic communities around the world, the
lunar new year is the most important and most festive holiday of the year. Through centuries of
China’s agrarian tradition, this was the one period when farmers could rest from their work in the
fields. Family members from near and far would travel to be with loved ones in time to usher out
the old year and welcome in the new, with great celebratory flourish. With a calendar dating from
the third millennium BCE, the Chinese people have for thousands of years been building on
ancient customs of New Year celebrations. Although they may vary from region to region, village
to village, and even family to family according to social position, many of these customs are still
observed. Today, all over China, during what is now commonly referred to as the Spring Festival,
passenger trains, buses, and river boats are packed with holiday travelers; shops do a flurry of
business selling gifts, new clothes, and festive foods; kitchens are bustling with preparations for
elaborate feasts; and streets are filled with the sounds of firecrackers and seasonal greetings.”

ChatGPT
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You
make it shorter, in 150 words

ChatGPT

MPEANS, TEEFEFALERLKE MK, RAOFEEESEENTH, "Rk, XME
SRTIUVHENRBOUL, ERERE—INSNE, RASRE—E, RS, FENDHER
ENTRI=TFE, FFERBNIBEETEDREER, XEIRERME, REME, BFSES
HRIRE. WE, BHHE, 2ERBETERFHRZ AR, BEREIY. FRSTHERRA: BF
ICFEETAAE, HELUREeRNHRERE RUTIRENTESE.

You
use simple vocabularies, in 150 words

ChatGPT
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O You

this is still too difficult to understand. make it more easier to understand for a mid-level Chinese
language leaner

ChatGPT
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Test 2: Using Kaiwu Plugin

Step 1: Google “a paragraph to explain the Lunar New Year”

Step 2: Copy the same paragraph to ChatGPT, then use different prompts to refine the answer and
get a final result that looks the most satisfied.




e You

this is still too difficult to understand. make it more easier to understand for a mid-level Chinese
language leaner

@ Kaiwu

RAFENPFEARGFEREEE, E—FPEANTH, XNBEXRERALIARIZDNR, BTEA
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B, FLEBREBVFMANTERENES.
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@ Kaiwu
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Discipline 2: Chinese Literature

- Scenario:
- Ina Chinese literature class, specifically in a 20t Century Chinese Literature class. The

objective of the class is for students to possess general knowledge of major periods, genres,
authors, movements of modern and contemporary Chinese-Sinophone literatures. Students
are required to be able to identify the historical and cultural contexts of select Chinese-
Sinophone writers and their works.

- Assignment:
- write a 500 summary about historical and cultural contexts of Lu Xun for a undergraduate
class both in English and Chinese with references.




Test 1: Using ChatGPT 4.0

c You
With citations and reference listed at the end, Please write a 500 summary about historical and
cultural contexts of author £iflfor a undergraduate class both in English and Chinese.

® ChatGPT
Summary in English

Lu Xun (1881-1236) was a pivotal figure in modern Chinese literature, whose works have had a
profound impact on Chinese culture and society. Born in the late Qing Dynasty in Shaoxing,
Zhejiang Province, Lu Xun was originally named Zhou Shuren. He witnessed the decline of the
Qing Dynasty and the upheaval of the early 20th century, experiences that deeply influenced his

literary output.

Lu Xun's early education was steeped in classical Chinese literature, but he later shifted his focus
to medicine, studying abroad in Japan. His decision to abandon medicine for literature was largely
inspired by his realization that social and cultural reform was necessary for China's advancement,

atheme that would dominate his literary career.

In 1918, Lu Xun published his first short story, "A Madman's Diary," which is considered the first
modern Chinese short story. This work, alo |, 'ith his subsequent collection "Call to Arms,"

exposed the ills of traditional Chinese society, including feudalism and superstition, and



exposed the ills of traditional Chinese society, including feudalism and superstition, and
advocated for enlightenment and reform. His sharp criticism and satirical style resonated with
many, making him a leading figure in the New Culture Movement, which sought to challenge

Confucian values and promote democracy and science.

Lu Xun's works are not merely critiques of society; they also reflect the struggles of the individual
against a repressive social system. His characters often face insurmountable challenges,
highlighting the human cost of societal stagnation and the need for change. Through his writing,
Lu Xun sought to awaken the consciousness of the Chinese people, urging them to question

traditional norms and embrace modernity.

Despite his criticism of society, Lu Xun's work is deeply rooted in Chinese culture. He drew
extensively from China's literary traditions, using classical forms and allusions to enrich his
narratives. His ability to blend traditional Chinese elements with modern themes and critique

made his works uniquely powerful and enduring.

Lu Xun's legacy is complex. While revered as a champion of progressive thought, his skepticism
towards the efficacy of cultural reform alone in achieving societal transformation is evident in his
later works. His influence extends beyond literature; he is considered a key intellectual in China's

transition towards modernity. N2



Lu Xun's legacy is complex. While revered as a champion of progressive thought, his skepticism
towards the efficacy of cultural reform alone in achieving societal transformation is evident in his
later works. His influence extends beyond literature; he is considered a key intellectual in China's

transition towards modernity.

In summary, Lu Xun's contributions to Chinese literature and culture are immense. His works
provide insight into the historical and cultural contexts of early 20th-century China, reflecting the
turmoil and aspirations of a nation in transition. Through his penetrating critique of society and

advocacy for reform, Lu Xun has left an indelible mark on Chinese intellectual history.

References

* Lee, Leo Ou-fan. "Lu Xun and His Legacy." Berkeley: University of California Press, 1985.
* Lyell, William A."Lu Xun's Vision of Reality." Berkeley: University of California Press, 1976.
* Zhou, Xiaoyi. "Lu Xun: A Biography." Beijing: Foreign Languages Press, 1984.
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You
where are you getting these references ?

ChatGPT

The references provided in the summary about Lu Xun are illustrative examples meant to simulate
how a comprehensive summary might be supported by academic sources. They are constructed
based on the type of sources one might expect to use when writing a scholarly summary about a
historical figure like Lu Xun. In reality, these specific references were created for the purpose of
this exercise and should not be considered real or verifiable sources. When looking for actual
references on Lu Xun, | recommend consulting academic databases, libraries, and reputable

publications specializing in Chinese literature and history.



Test 2: Using Kaiwu Plugin

K¢ Kaiwu
Lu Xun (1881-1936) stands as a monumental figure in the annals of Chinese literature, his

contributions and ideological stances having left an indelible mark on the fabric of modern
Chinese cultural and intellectual life. Born during the waning years of the Qing dynasty, a time
fraught with internal strife and external pressures, Lu Xun, originally named Zhou Shuren, was a
witness to and participant in the profound societal transformations of his time. The tumultuous
backdrop of the First Sino-Japanese War (1894-1895) and the overarching decay of imperial

authority profoundly influenced his worldview and literary trajectory (Lee, 1973).

Educationally, Lu Xun's journey was marked by an early foray into the study of medicine in Japan, a
path he eventually abandoned in favor of literature, driven by a conviction that the ailments of
Chinese society were less physical and more deeply rooted in the psyche and culture of the nation.
This pivot reflected a broader disenchantment with traditional values and an earnest desire to
contribute to the awakening and revitalization of the Chinese spirit through the pen rather than
the scalpel (Lyell, 1990).



Lu Xun's literary debut, "A Madman's Diary" (1918), is heralded as the inaugural modern Chinese
short story, a poignant critique of traditional Chinese society and its Confucian underpinnings,
which he viewed as antithetical to progress and enlightenment. This narrative, along with
subsequent works compiled in "Call to Arms" (1923) and "Wandering" (1926), underscored his
disdain for the feudal values that he believed had stymied China's development and rendered it

vulnerable to foreign encroachment (Denton, 1998).

As a vanguard of the New Culture Movement, Lu Xun championed the use of vernacular Chinese
in literature, science, and democracy, positing these as essential to China's cultural rejuvenation
and emancipation from the yoke of antiquated traditions. His writings, replete with irony and
satire, laid bare the social injustices of his time, earning him a place as a preeminent critic of

societal ills and an advocate for reform and modernity (Schwarcz, 1986).

Though Lu Xun never formally allied himself with the Communist Party, his sympathies for leftist
ideologies and his critique of the social order aligned him with the progressive forces of his era.
This alignment, posthumously celebrated by the Communist regime, cemented his status as a
revolutionary icon, embodying the struggle for intellectual and cultural liberation in modern China
(McDougall, 1980).



works continue to inspire and provoke, reflecting the complexities of China's journey towards

modernity and its ongoing dialogue with its past.

In summary, Lu Xun was not merely a literary figure but a cultural and intellectual beacon in the
stormy seas of early 20th-century China. His critiques of the social order, advocacy for
enlightenment, and push for modernity against the grain of entrenched traditional values have left
a lasting impact on Chinese society, echoing through the ages as a call to intellectual and cultural

renewal.

References:

* Denton, K. A. (1998). Modern Chinese Literary Thought: Writings on Literature, 1893-1945.

Stanford University Press.

Lee, L. O.-f. 1973). The Romantic Generation of Modern Chinese Writers. Harvard University
Press.

* Lyell, W. A. (1990). Lu Hsun's Vision of Reality. University of California Press.

* McDougall, B. S. (1980). Lu Xun and the Chinese Revolution. Harvard University Press.

Schwarcz, V. (1986). The Chinese Enlightenment: Intellectuals and the Legacy of the May Fourth
Movement of 1919. University of California Press.

N2



K¢ Kaiwu
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C You

K¢

where are you getting these references

Kaiwu
The references provided in the summaries about Lu Xun are not directly sourced from specific

documents but are constructed based on general knowledge about Lu Xun's life, works, and his
impact on Chinese literature and society. They represent the types of sources one might consult
to gain a comprehensive understanding of Lu Xun, including academic books and scholarly
articles that detail his contributions to literature, the New Culture Movement, and the broader

socio-political context of early 20th-century China.

To accurately source information on Lu Xun, one should consult academic databases, libraries, or
specific publications dedicated to Chinese literature and history. Books and articles by scholars in
the field, university press publications, and authoritative compilations of Lu Xun's works would

provide accurate and detailed insights into his life and legacy.



Discipline 3: Chinese History

Scenario: Wanted fields:
An undergraduate student in the ° name .
History department uses ChatGPT o temple name (fi*5) .
to create a comprehensive table °  posthumous na;nes (i %)
of the Ming emperors for their ? ye.ar names (Eﬁ?); .
class project. o reign periods (EM%%) .
o count of years of reign (fEA7FE%0)
o names of their wife (£ &) with posthumous

name
age at death
familial relationship
*(notable changes)
Chinese characters

o O O O




Discipline 3: Chinese History

e Easiness/difficulty
e Information quality
o Sufficiency
o Consistency
o Reliability/accuracy
m Historical facts
m Chinese characters
e Final output

Full Detailed List of Ming Dynasty Emperors
1. Hongwy Emperor (Zhu Yuanzhang) ki

Posthumous Name: Emperor Gaodi &%

Year Names: Hongwu HiE

Reign: 1368-1398 (30 years)

Principal Wife: Empress Ma B £f5, Posthumous Name: Empress Xiaoci ZHEF
Familial Relationships: Founder of the Ming Dynasty

Age at Death: 69

» Jianwen Emperor (Zhu Yunwen) &KX
Temple Name: Hyidi M7

Posthumous Name: None

Year Names: Jianwen EX

Reign: 1398-1402 (4 years)

Principal Wife: Not documented

Familial Relationships: Grandson of Honawu
Age at Death: Presumed around 24

. Yongle Emperor (Zhu Di) kAR

Temple Name: Chengzu AE4H

Posthumous Name: Emperor Wendi X%

Year Names: Yonale X%

Reign: 1402-1424 (22 years)

Principal Wife: Empress Xu f#R2f5, Posthumous Name: Empress Renxiaowen {“EXEF

Familial Relationships: Son of Hongwu
Age at Death: 64

16. Chongzhen Emperor (Zhu Youjian) Ktk
- Temple Name: Sizong BR
- Posthumous Name: Emperor Sizong BF
Year Names: Chaongzhen =i
Reign: 1627-1644 (17 years)
Principal Wife: Empress Zhou @25, Posthumous Name: Empress Xiaolian FEREE

Familial Relationships: Brother of Tiangi
— Age at Death: 33

(Note: Due to the extensive nature of the data, this text serves as a synthesized
overview. Each entry is crafted to include all requested details per the user's
specifications.)




- 5. Xuande Emperor (Zhu Zhanii) Ef% (REEE)

Temple Name: Xuanzong EF
Posthumous Name: Emperor Xuanzong

Discipline 3: Chinese History JGiEeal = CO

Reign: 1425-1435 (10 years)
Wife: Empress Sun 25
- 6. Zhengtong Emperor (Zhu Qizhen) E#%H (%K1BH)

Ming Dynasty Emperors' Familial Relationships Temple Name: Yingzong &R
1. Hongwy Emperor (E#) - Zhu Yuanzhang (SRiTH) Posthumous Name: Emperor Yingzong EZR

r— Zi_J.ia.nus.n Emperor (BX#) - Zhu Yunwen (RAK) Year Name: Zhengtong IE4E

(Deposed by his uncle, the Yongle Emperor) aliye i I
L 3. yongle Emperor (KF®) - zhu Di (%AR) Reign: 1435-1449, 1457-1464 (21 years)

f— (Usurped throne from his nephew, the Jianwen Emperor) Wife: Empress Qian 25
— 4. Hongxi Emperor (#tFE®) - Zhu Gagzhi (&®IR)
| L= 5. Xvandg Emperor (&%) - Zhu Zhanii (RHME) _ Temple Name: Xianzong %R
6. Zhengtong Emperor (IE£®) / Tianshun Emperor (XIE#) - . Posth N . E : s
L— (captured & later restored; his brother ruled as the . osthumous Name: Emperor Xianzong %=
L— 7. Jingtai Emperor (BH®) - Zhu Qiyy (5K#%H) Year Name: Chenghua BUft
..... Reign: 1464-1487 (23 years)
(Further descendants down the line., but none directlv succt
— (Further descendants include emperors of later reigns, but not direc

— 8. (henghua Emperor (RkitT) — Zhu Jianshen (ZRUAAR)
L— (Direct line continues with interruptions)

F— 9. Hongzhi Emperor (3434%) - Zhu Youcheng (4%#t¥)

L— 10. Zhengde Emperor (IE#®) - Zhu Houzhao (kK/EHR)
L— (No direct descendants to the throne)

L— 11. Jiajing Emperor (EiE#%) - Zhu Houcong ((KE/E)
(Adopted into the direct line from a side branch)

— 12. Longging Emperor (BEK#®) - Zhu Zaihou (K#RE)
| L— 13. Wanli Emperor (BFH#) - Zhu Yijun (skiB8)
— 14. Taichang Emperor (F&EB#) - Zhu Changluo (KE%)

Wife: Empress Wu R£F

ooooooo

|
|
I_ L— 16. Chongzhen Emperor (&#i#) - Zhu Youijian (sREatd)
(Further descendants, but Chongzhen was the last emperor of Ming)



Temple Posthumous Principal

Name Name Name Reign Wife Familial Age at - ||Principa1 Wife ||Fami1ial Relationship
:;gg;n"gg*;’ #  (Chinese) (Chinese)  (Chinese) Period  (Chinese)  Relationship  Death | Empress Ma | Founder
Z LR D | Empress Ma | Grandson of Hongwu
- Chi : — = s - = { ¥
iameer IR i 1868~ | SMEEF | Founder 69 Empress Xu Sonlotlonms
q pz A=)
1398 Z22R) %) Copy code
2 FKIX = None 1398- N/A Grandson of Presumed o
(o]
1402 Hongwu ~24 A
3 SR 48 XH 1402- #HERFUZ  Sonof 64
1494 T HeRGW ame (Chinese) | Posthumous Name (Chinese)
=/a
= 0 — = n . g5
4 Sy —=x None 1424 EEEE(ESZ Son of 47 | DEE (FH2E) | Founder |
1425 222 Yongl
el onge | N/JA | Grandson of Hongwu | Presumed ~
5 REEE ER None 1425-  #EFEF  Sonof 36 BERE (Z#FXZ2F) | Son of Hongwu | I
1435 RER) Hongxi | K25 (MEFMERE) | Son of Yongle |
6 KB B None 1435-  HE2EE  Sonof 37 | #2f5F (F#HEE) | Son of Hongxi |
1449 MER) Xuande | #%2F (ZRE2F) | Son of Xuande |
=2 Brother of Zhengton
7 KRB None None 1449- E2E Brother of 29 | 85 | gtong: | '
1457 Zhehgtona | 225 (F#£F) | Son of Zhengtong |
| K2E (FELf/F) | Son of Chenghua |
M [e=0—] = =N
8 SRR BE None 1464 REF(EF  Sonof 40 | %= | Son of Hongzhi | |
1487 BER) Zhengtong
9 SRRE et None 1487- KEF/E  Sonof 32 | Son of Jiajing |
1505 BEERE) Chenghua | Son of Longging |
10 RER v None 1505-  KEF Son of 30 | Son of Wanli | |
1521 Hongzhi | Son of Taichang | |
5 (F¥EZE) | Brother of Tiangi |
" year vone SURTRINPSE I = None 1521-  BEE@E  Sonof 60 = == :
Sl G 1567 ZILRE) Chenghua

— Wife: Emp ‘lf




Discipline 4: Chinese Art History

Scenario: Describing and identifying images

Test task:
Describe and identify the story depicted on the object https://www.clevelandart.org/art/1964.179

=== THE CLEVELAND
=== MUSEUM OF ART



== THE CLEVELAND
= MUSEUM OF ART

Brush Pot with Episode from Life on

Sima Guang
1628-1661

China, Jiangxi province, Jingdezhen,
Qing dynasty, Shunzhi period

(1644-61)

Porcelain with underglaze blue decoration

Diameter: 20.2 cm (7 15/16 in.); Overall: 20.4 cm (8 1/16 in.)

Description

Painted in a continuous scene around the cylindrical body is an episode
from a folktale about Sima Guang (1019-86), a renowned Northern Song
statesman and scholar who exercised quick thinking in his childhood when

he broke a ceramic vat filled with water to rescue a drowning playmate




== THE CLEVELAND
== MUSEUM OF ART s

Describe and identify the story depicted on the object
https://www.clevelandart.org/art/1964.179

Brush Pot with Episode from Life on

Sima Guang

1628-1661 ChatGPT

Ch. J. & . J. d h The object is a porcelain brush pot from the Qing dynasty, specifically the Shunzhi
lna’ lang& prOVlIlce, lng €z en’- period, depicting an episode from a folktale about Sima Guang, a renowned

nggynaStY, ShunZhl perlOd statesman and scholar of the Northern Song dynasty. The scene illustrates a young

(1644-61) Sima Guang breaking a ceramic vat filled with water to rescue a drowning playmate,

Boicaliinwithiniisties biiadbssition showcasing his quick thinking and bravery from an early age. This artifact, part of

the Severance and Greta Millikin Collection, is housed in the Cleveland Museum of
Diameter: 20.2 cm (7 15/16 in.); Overall: 20.4 cm (8 1/16 in.) . .
Art. You can view more about it here.
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Description

Painted in a continuous scene around the cylindrical body is an episode

from a folktale about Sima Guang (1019-86), a renowned Northern Song

statesman and scholar who exercised quick thinking in his childhood when

he broke a ceramic vat filled with water to rescue a drowning playmate
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Description

Painted in a continuous scene around the cylindrical body is an episode
from a folktale about Sima Guang (1019-86), a renowned Northern Song
statesman and scholar who exercised quick thinking in his childhood when

he broke a ceramic vat filled with water to rescue a drowning playmate
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The object is a porcelain brush pot from the Qing dynasty, specifically the Shunzhi

period, depicting an episode from a folktale about Sima Guang, a renowned
statesman and scholar of the Northern Song dynasty. The scene illustrates a young
Sima Guang breaking a ceramic vat filled with water to rescue a drowning playmate,
showcasing his quick thinking and bravery from an early age. This artifact, part of
the Severance and Greta Millikin Collection, is housed in the Cleveland Museum of

Art. You can view more about it here.
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The object in the image is a brush pot, a type of Chinese porcelain ware, decorated with a blue and
white design. The scene depicted on the brush pot appears to tell a story inveolving several figures

in a landscape setting.

In the center, there is a large cauldron or pot, which is typically used in Chinese imagery to
represent abundance or the idea of plenty. Surrounding this central element are various figures
that seem to be engaged in different activities. Some figures appear to be harvesting or collecting
something from plants or the ground, which might suggest agricultural work or the gathering of

medicinal herbs or food.

The presence of a child figure indicates that this is a communal activity, possibly involving family
or a community. The setting includes trees, which are rendered with attention to detail, indicating
their importance in the scene, perhaps as sources of the items being collected.

The story might be portraying a scene of daily life, a harvest, acommunal gathering, or perhaps a
specific tale or legend from Chinese folklore. The use of blue and white is traditional in Chinese
porcelain and often depicts scenes of nature, mythology, or everyday life in the Ming and Qing
dynasties.
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