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East Asian Librarians’ Roles

- What roles that individuals can play in their 
insitutitions?

- What roles that East Asian librarians as a 
community can play to create a possible 
future?
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Methodology

Tools:

- ChatGPT Plus
- KaiWu plugin (developed by Tsinghua University)

Language:

- English
- Simplified Chinese

Disciplines:

- Chinese Language
- Chinese Literature
- Chinese History
- Chinese Art History
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Discipline 1: Chinese Language Teaching & Learning

Purpose: 

- Test the capability of AI to compose a paragraph in Chinese for an assignment. 
- In what ways AI is capable of being used in the classroom, and how AI can or cannot support 

teaching and learning.

Scenario: 

- A student is enrolled in a mid-level Chinese class. She has a writing assignment in this class.

Assignment:

- Write a paragraph in 150 words about the Lunar New Year in Chinese.



Test 1: Using ChatGPT 4.0

Step1: Google "a paragraph to explain the Lunar New Year," use the first result from Google: 

Step 2: Copy the paragraph to ChatGPT, then use different prompts to refine the answer and get a 
final result that looks the most satisfied. 

http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/special/china_general_lunar.htm#:~:text=For%20Chinese%2C%20in%20China%20and,their%20wor
k%20in%20the%20fields









Test 2: Using Kaiwu Plugin

Step 1: Google “a paragraph to explain the Lunar New Year” 

Step 2: Copy the same paragraph to ChatGPT, then use different prompts to refine the answer and 
get a final result that looks the most satisfied. 





Discipline 2: Chinese Literature

- Scenario: 
- In a Chinese literature class, specifically in a  20th Century Chinese Literature class. The 

objective of the class is for students to possess general knowledge of major periods, genres, 

authors, movements of modern and contemporary Chinese-Sinophone literatures. Students 

are required to be able to identify the historical and cultural contexts of select Chinese-

Sinophone writers and their works.

- Assignment: 

- write a 500 summary about historical and cultural contexts of Lu Xun for a undergraduate 
class both in English and  Chinese with references.



Test 1: Using ChatGPT 4.0













Test 2: Using Kaiwu Plugin













Discipline 3: Chinese History
Wanted fields:

○ name
○ temple name (庙号)
○ posthumous names (谥号)
○ year names (年号)
○ reign periods (在位年份)
○ count of years of reign (在位年数)
○ names of their wife (皇后) with posthumous 

name
○ age at death
○ familial relationship
○ *(notable changes)
○ Chinese characters

Scenario: 

An undergraduate student in the 
History department uses ChatGPT 
to create a comprehensive table 
of the Ming emperors for their 
class project.



Discipline 3: Chinese History

● Easiness/difficulty
● Information quality

○ Sufficiency
○ Consistency
○ Reliability/accuracy

■ Historical facts 
■ Chinese characters

● Final output



Discipline 3: Chinese History





Discipline 4: Chinese Art History
Scenario: Describing and identifying images

Test task:

● Describe and identify the story depicted on the object https://www.clevelandart.org/art/1964.179









Current Findings and Concerns

- Accuracy

- Evaluation

- Not good at processing images and Chinese characters 

- Time consuming

- Refine the prompts 

- Fact check



In Future…

- Customized Plugin
- Discipline/Industry
- Language
- Database 

- Assignment prompts
- Alternative methods



Guidelines, Rules, and Policies



Thank you!
Bing Wang,  bingw@illinois.edu
Cecilia Liuyi Zhang, ceciliazh@ku.edu
Khamo, khamo.khamo@gwu.edu
Shuqi Ye, shuqi@umn.edu
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