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“Chinese archives are in a state of profound uncertainty and flux, if not full-blown crisis. In the 
name of protecting national security, the central government under Xi Jinping has imposed 
regulations that restrict scholarly activity—from closing off archival material related to post-
1949 history to allowing only approved individuals into important institutions such as the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.“

“Methodologically, there is no systematic framework akin to American libraries or government 
archives. For some holdings, online catalogs are available, though they are usually poorly 
organized and not comprehensive. At other sites, paper or electronic catalogs are only available 
on-site; sometimes these can be copied or photographed, but in most cases the use of any 
phone or camera is entirely prohibited.”
https://www.clir.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2023/09/The-Chinese-Archive.pdf 
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Chinese Archival Handbooks 
档案馆指南

• Most favored resource by Ye and Esherick

• Catalogs of finding aids for each of the archival 
collections held at a single Archive

• Regulation for compilation of individual Handbooks 
issued in 1992 by the Chinese National Archive 
Administration 
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中国档案馆指南丛书
published by:
中国档案出版社, 1994-
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Other Official Publications – 正式出版物
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Internal publications - 非正式出版物
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Internal publications - 非正式出版物
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Internal publications - 非正式出版物
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Publications from Archives in National Minority Regions
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Handbooks for City Development and Company Archives
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中国档案馆简明指南.  
北京: 中国档案出版社, 2009.
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Administrative Codes, (2-8 digits)
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2010 Township Census Map
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Coverage of Princeton pre-Project Holdings
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Coverage of current Princeton Holdings
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Coverage of current Princeton Holdings in Shandong
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Coverage of current Princeton Holdings in Shandong
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Catalog Record with ToC Enrichment
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Scanned ToC and list of archival fonds in IIIF
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PDF Download
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ToC as ILL reference
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ToC as ILL reference



• Project addresses immediate needs of researchers

• Project uses GIS Discovery

• Unique identifiers (Administrative Region Code and Archive 

Code are part of each original catalog entry) > Linked Data

• ToC and archival fonds as catalog enrichment

• ToC can be used as basis for ILL requests
• Basis for AI-based dataset project (based on Qwen working 

with a pre-defined JSON schema)
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Conclusions
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You can try it here:

邵玉书   Joshua Seufert
jseufert@princeton.edu

https://libguides.princeton.edu/chinese-archival-
handbooks 

Thank you!
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