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LUCE/ACLS PROGRAM IN CHINA STUDIES



LUCE/ACLS PROGRAM IN CHINA STUDIES

Broadening the field of China Studies by amplifying diverse scholars and 
perspectives on Chinese and Sinophone cultures, societies, and histories

• Early Career Fellowships in China Studies – Flexible and Long-Term

• Luce/ACLS Travel Grants in China Studies

• Luce/ACLS Collaborative Grant in China Studies

• Public Engagement Workshop Series

• China Studies Digital Mapping Project



RESEARCH ACCESS: A FRAGILE FOUNDATION



LUCE/ACLS COLLABORATIVE GRANT IN CHINA STUDIES

Supporting the development of new models and collective resources that 
address press ing needs with in  the field of China studies. 

• What: Proposed projects must aim to 
produce a scalable and sustainable 
output that contributes to the long-
term infrastructure of the field

• Max. Award: $120,000 - 150,000

• Tenure: 12-18 months

• Deadline: April

• Who Should Apply: 
• Project teams of up to six 

members, which may include 
scholars, artists, librarians, or 
technical experts 

• The PI must hold a PhD in the 
humanities or social sciences and 
be based at an institution in the 
US or Canada



MAPPING 

PROJECT

WEBSITE

mapping-project.org



ACLS CHINA STUDIES LIBRARIES WORKING GROUP 

FEB 2024 CONVENING

• Joshua Seufert , Princeton Libraries

• Brian Vivier, University of Pennsylvania Libraries

• Chengzhi Wang, Columbia University Libraries

• Jidong Yang, Harvard-Yenching Library

• Luo Zhou, Duke University Libraries
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THE DIRECTORY
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SNAPSHOT OF LUCE/ACLS CST GRANTS + FELLOWSHIPS

• Context: Fewer funding opportunities for graduate-students/early career scholars to pursue 
fieldwork (Fulbright IIE, SSRC, no longer offered)

• In the 2025-26 cycle, applications to the Luce/ACLS Travel Grant up 80% from two years prior.  
Early Career Fellowships were up 37%

• NEH losses mirror broader cuts across higher ed. For AY 2026-27, university institutions likely to 
pull back more to account for federal cuts to Title VI, FLAS, NEH, etc.

• NB: despite research environment, interest in China-based fieldwork appears to be growing rather 
than decreasing--close to 75% of travel grant applicants propose the PRC as a primary research 
sites



• Researcher as preservationist/archivist/curator

• Cross-domain collaboration and utilizing your librarian

• The changing technical infrastructure of China studies
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LOOKING AHEAD –
THREE POINTS OF EMPHASIS FOR EC SCHOLARS
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NEW INFRASTRUCTURE

https://grassrootschinesehistory.cahttps://www.maoistlegacy.de/db/

The Maoist Legacy Project The Grassroots Chinese History Archive



13

NEW FUNDERS, NEW OPPORTUNITIES



THANK YOU!

In closing:

ACLS wishes to collaborate. Please reach out to:

- Suggest a resource for the directory

- Become an access partner

- Pitch a workshop or convening

contact: jmchang@acls.org


