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Uncovering Hidden History
01 The importance of studying the history Chinese Trotskyism 

02 The difficulty researching non-dominant movements

04 Finding and accessing archives on Chinese Trotskyism

03 Existing publications related to Chinese Trotskyism

05 Lessons and ideas for archival access  



Trotskyists Founded and Led the Communist Party of China
托派创立并领导了中国共产党

Peng Shuzhi 
彭述之

Chen Duxiu 
陈独秀

1920: Joined Socialist Youth 
League

1921-24: Studied at KUTV, 
chair of Moscow CPC

1925-27: Elected to CC and 
PB, head of propaganda

1927: Removed from PB for 
opposition to entry into KMT

1929: Expelled from CPC 
for Trotskyist views

1929: Co-founded Trotskyist 
“Proletarian Society” 

1920: Co-founded first 
Communist organization

1921-1927: First chairman 
of CPC

1927: Scapegoated for 
results of CI-imposed entry 
into KMT

1929: Expelled from CPC for 
Trotskyist views

1929: Co-founded Trotskyist 
“Proletarian Society”



Trotskyists Founded and Led the Communist Party of China
托派创立并领导了中国共产党

Zheng Chaolin 郑超麟Liu Renjing刘仁静
1922: Joined Communist 
youth group in France

1923-24: Studied at KUTV 
in Moscow

1924-28: Worked in 
propaganda department

1927: Attended August 7 
Emergency Conference

1931: Elected to CC of 
Communist League

1952-79: Imprisoned in 
PRC for Trotskyist views

1921: Delegate to First 
CPC Congress

1923-26: Chairman of 
Socialist Youth League

1926-29: Studied at Lenin 
School in Moscow

1929: Met Trotsky in 
Türkiye, expelled from 
CPC

1930: Founded Trotskyist 
“October Society”

1931: Joined Communist 
League



COMPILATIONS OF TROTSKYIST WRITINGS (中文)



COMPILATIONS OF TROTSKYIST WRITINGS (ENGLISH)



TROTSKYIST BIOGRAPHIES AND MEMOIRS (中文)



WRITINGS ON CHINESE TROTSKYISM



ONLINE ARCHIVE SOURCES

全国报刊索引 (CNBKSY) 马克思主义文库：中国托派运动文库



PHYSICAL ARCHIVE SOURCES



CHINESE TROTSKYIST ARCHIVAL SOURCES



05 We must study and write about non-victorious movements

Uncovering Hidden History: Conclusions

01 Need centralized repository of online databases and archives

02 Need thorough, comprehensive archival finding aids

04 Material must be preserved now for future researchers

03 Digitization of archives essential for access and preservation
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