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Counting one’s blessings
隨遇而安

半個世紀後回憶，指導我渡過UBC很不平凡的十
五年（1948-1963）的是似悖似反而又相輔相成的
兩句古諺：“艱苦卓絕”和“隨遇而安”。

Looking back half a century later, what guided me 
through the extraordinary fifteen years (1948-
1963) I spent at UBC were two seemingly 
paradoxical yet complementary old proverbs: 
“blood, sweat, and tears” and “count your 
blessings.”  

—Ho Ping-ti 何炳棣, 讀史閱世六十年. 



Increasing digital 
access



Increasing restrictions on movement and access



Thinking about the 
archival “metadata”



Initial steps…



Early postwar Hong Kong
• Only copies in WorldCat:

• Reform Club 1949-1959
• Pui Man District Kai Fong Welfare Association
• Annual Report of Tung Hing Tai

• Only copies in North America
• Shek Kip Mei Fire Relief and Rehabilitation Committee

(only other copy in CUHK, Hong Kong)



Chinese diasporic 
business

• Only copy on WorldCat
• Hong Kong – Philippines Import-

Export Society 15th Anniversary 
Commemorative Issue

• Only copy in North America
• Exhibition of Chinese Products 

(1948)
(only other copy at HKU, Hong 
Kong)



Overseas 
Chinese

• All are only copies in North America
• Thai-Chinese diasporic organizations registry – other years 

available at UC Berkeley and Academia Sinica
• Hong Kong diasporic organizations relief fundraiser for 

Guangdong-Guangxi flood victims – copies at Leiden and CUHK
• Thailand Hainan Lin Clan (only other copy in Academia Sinica)



Edgar Wickberg
• Canton Delta Project

• 廣東清代檔案錄 (Record of Qing-
era archives of Guangdong)



Edgar Wickberg 
fonds

• Photocopies of village documents and records

• Photocopies of archival documents from Hong Kong and 
elsewhere



Acquisitions? Rediscoveries?



Un(mis)catalogued is unsearchable…



Alexander Woodside Collection


