Piecing the Puzzle
Together

Uncovering the Legacy of
Early Chinese Students in the U.S.
Through Collaboration

Ying Zhang (UC Irvine); Anlin Yang (UW-Madison)
March 12, 2026
Vancouver, Canada @ CEAL 2026



b e |
|

DIS56 1917-2019 @ik 1912-1997 SRS 1897-2003  HFFE 19112009  HfESK 1883-1972 (R FE)1898-1931

»
Jﬁ.
o S

Ebelen CHAI Tso-Lin CHANG Pu Ching CHENG LEE Chun Wa LEE Pao Wah Yu Liang YEH ' Mrs. Yu Liang YEH ~ Kuang-Ching LIU
SR & 1895-? EER 18942 ML 1896 -7 ¥ 19172  EFEFH£1917-? ER 1892-? M3k KX 1895-? XK 1876 -?

|

—_—

- Ching SHIH Shao Ping TENG  Shing Wu TSAI Hsi-Chang WANG  ghwei-Chin YOH

Kie Chung UONG ~ Hul Chi WONG " Helen Yuke Diep LOWE  yeae™00) 5 gpubsk 180927  ZEEH 18922  EHE 18932 REhE 1883-?

EEIF1901-? 1901-?


https://catalog.archives.gov/id/28883982?objectPage=74
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/28882547?objectPage=135
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/28837710?objectPage=5

Who’s Who of American-Educated Chinese
(Pre-1949)

. National/international scope & librarian-led
. Multi-institutional & inter-disciplinary

. Major deliverables
. Open-access bilingual biographical directory & crowd-sourcing platform
. Reusable metadata/ontology infrastructure

. Replicable methodology framework



Interdisciplinary Collaboration
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Prof. Yong Chen Prof. Hong Zhang
UC Irvine (Colby College)



The Librarian Team

- Ying Zhang (UCI), project lead & coordinator of national archive sources

- Haiqing Lin (UCB), metadata and technical service manager

- Zhaohui Xue (Stanford), coordinator, Chinese/East Asian language content

- Liangyu Fu (Univ. of Michigan), coordinator, English/Western language content

- Yan He (Cambridge Univ.), coordinator, university archives and European content

- We1 Wang (Univ. of Virginia), coordinator, community outreach & project promotion

. Anna-Lexandra Fodde-Reguer (U. Penn.), coordinator, data protection and ethical review

- Angela Ko (retiree, Univ. of Hong Kong), proofreader, transliteration between Cantonese
and English



Multipronged Data Collection
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History of Early Chinese Students at
UW-Madison

- The first Chinese students arrived in
1907 (3 from Shanghai).

- Actively engaged in campus life: clubs,
athletics, and local publications.

- Transferred across U.S. institutions,
forming broader academic networks.

- Many emerged as pioneers and

influential figures across multiple fields, T
with major contributions in China. fre i Gl

Tsing Hua College 1, 2.

Chinese Students Club, Secretary 4.

Thesis: English Translations of the Chinese Poetry
with a Special Discussion of Li Po.

UW-Madison



History of Early Chinese Students at

UW-Madison

Public history initiative with Center for
East Asian Studies (CEAS) and Chinese
history faculty & students

Campus symposium with family of
UW-Madison’s first Chinese students
(early 1900s)

- Archival donations from families to UW
Archives

- Library exhibit and digital exhibit

Prize-winning undergraduate senior
thesis

UW-Madison
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Connecting UW-Madison Records to
Broader Networks
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Who’s Who & UW-M Collaboration

Cross-check

The Who's Who Project U. of Wisconsin-Madison

Inform each other

Name, Chinese Degree earned

Portrait

Place of birth Graduation year

Date of arrival/departure
. . Major
Port of arrival/departure Date of birth

Scholarship received

Vessel name/flight number Hometown _
Height  Prep-education Funding source Extracurricular activities

Parents Family background Special training & internship

] y
My Drive > Who's Who of Chinese ... > U of Wisconsin ~ & ‘\\W,} WISCONSIN  oneprive
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Name Owner Date modified
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M  Name - Modifie.. L ~  Modified By ~ File size
M Hwang Miao &% 2.0PG 2% O e Jun 23,2025 me
P Hwang Miao 3 1.0PG 24 O Jun 23, 2025 me B Jun-25-1919-Madison-Wisconsin-State-Jo...  May 12, 2025 Anlin Yang 17.4 MB
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ﬂ Wisconsin_State_Journal_1919_05_08_6.pdf May 12, 2025 Anlin Yang 754 KB
M Wang Wei Hsin T37 2.JPG 2 O e Jun 23, 2025 me
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UlUC

Columbia
Harvard

U. of Michigan
Cornell

U. of Chicago

U. of Wisconsin

U. of Minnesota
UC Berkeley
Ohio State U.
U. Penn.

Yale

Stanford

Invitation to Collaborate

* Spread the word
* Connect with descendants and communities
e Share local student records & related information



Benefits of the Collaboration

* Richer, more accurate data

* Stronger discovery, access, & research support
* Reduced duplication of labor

* Enhanced librarian impact

* Meaningful community engagement

* Becoming part of the history



THANK YOU! Ying Zhang yingz@uci.edu

Anlin Yang anlin.yang@wisc.edu
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