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Introduction

• The University of Washington (UW) holds a 
substantial collection of uncataloged
Japanese gaihōzu maps. 

• Lack of MARC records limits discovery in our 
library system

• A detailed Excel inventory exists but is not 
integrated into the catalog other than a 
collection level bibliographic record

Methods 

• Select 10 titles from the inventory sheet
• Modify inventory data in Excel spreadsheet

-Add corresponding MARC field headings
-Add corresponding romanization to each field

• Use MarcEdit tools 
-Delimited Text Translator for converting Excel 
data into MARC records in .mrk output file
-MarcEditor for compiling MARC records into a 
.mrc file

• Import the .mrc file to OCLC Connexion
-Apply Connexion bibliographic constant data
record that contains standardized content for 
fixed fields and shared elements in the 
variable fields

Key Takeaways

• When using MarcEdit, make sure to check 
encoding setting in “MarcEdit Preferences” to set 
default encoding to UTF-8

• Use “Auto Generate” function in the Delimited 
Text Translator to generate arguments or 
mapping column field to MARC field 

• To use “Auto Generate,” format the MARC field 
headings with the appropriate punctuations

-Add the same number of asterisks(*) to join 
the arguments for the same MARC field
-Use “$” for subfield delimiter
-Add MARC field indicator(s) and use “\” if no 
indicator value

MARC record example• Convert structured inventory data into 
MARC format

• Develop a repeatable workflow using 
MarcEdit

• Reduce manual cataloging time
• Improve metadata consistency

Would it be feasible to use MarcEdit to 
convert the existing inventory data 
into standardized MARC records, 
thereby streamlining cataloging and 
enhancing discoverability?
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Challenges

• Learning new tools
-Lack of comprehensive documentation or 
tutorial on handling non-Latin scripts in MarcEdit

• Inconsistent transliteration (Non-standardized place 
names)

• Handling individual maps from different map series 
with various publication dates

-Unable to apply constant data for the LDR/008 
consistently
-Need to process maps with same publication 
dates from the same series as a batch to apply the 
tailored constant data 

• Special characters / encoding issues (UTF-8, MARC-8)
• Working with non-Latin script materials involves 

additional columns which require more time and 
demand greater attention to detail

• MARC records successfully generated
• Improved metadata consistency

Modify 
Excel data

• MarcEdit Delimited Text Translator could be 
useful for working on large sets of materials that 
has similar elements

• Batch process title level records to Connxion is 
not an ideal solution for the gaihōzu map 
collection

-Potential of creating duplicate records in 
Connexion
-Complexity of the collection

• Possible option is to add records to Alma
-Import Excel data to Alma IZ with the Alma 
Profiles feature

Processing Workflow
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Considerations & Future work

Exploration of using MarcEdit Delimited Text 
Translator to convert Excel data from the UW 
Gaihōzu inventory into MARC records

Constant data for maps
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