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National Library of the United Kingdom
Legal Deposit Library

2 sites: London and West Yorkshire

11 Reading Rooms in London
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CULTURE LEARNING INTERNATIONAL

Our mission: we make our intellectual heritage accessible to everyone for research, inspiration and enjoyment




&/l Korean

4l Printed items (15,000)
Bl Manuscripts (50)

S48 Journals (500)

sl Early maps and atlases;
material on North Korea

East Asian material

{ " Posters; maps; bones;
7% photos; prints;
- Calligraphy scrolls
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Other languages

Mongolian (inc. 90 rare printed)
Manchu (100)

Naxi (200)

# [{ Lolo and other minority languages
< in China
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. Japanese

" Printed items (80,000)
| Manuscripts (500)

- Periodicals (6,000)

» Woodblock

'~ printed/manuscript

maps; prints; posters; - S o Maps, Visual Arts, India Office
photos; manga Library, Sound and Moving Images

And many more in Philatelic,
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Shandong University: 700
manuscripts
National Central Library

Descriptive catalogue of g

Taiwan: 6.000 pre-1912 N
NIl (National Institute of Informatics — former printed books and now in- PRINTED BEFORE 170
NACS'S) several years collaboration for the UK house records enhancing KENNETH B. GARDNER

Union Catalogue of Japanese Books. National Library of China:

Exchange of standards and practices. Migration | record enhancements for
of tens of thousands records to the BL website. MARC21 standards from
NIJL (National Institute of Japanese Literature), catalogue cards

also with digitisation and skills exhange.
Surimono project with Kindai University: 500+

items to be catalogued via high-res pictures
(starting) Search the catalogue

A British Library website Home A Archives & Manuscripts A Sound & Moving image More ¥ @
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THE BRITISH LIBRARY




2. Digitisation activities: Chinese

« 400 + oracle bones (also in 3D) - in
collaboration with NLC

« 24 volumes of the Yongle
Encyclopaedia — in collaboration with
NLC Press

« 16 premodern manuscripts — in
collaboration with Shandong University

« 113 selected Macau/Chinese
Maps Digitisation Project —funded by
Macao University of Science and
Technology(MUST) (involving Maps
collection)

e 40+ pre-1912 rare printed books and
manuscripts— in collaboration with NCL
in Taiwan
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. Digitisation activities: Japanese & Korean

50 Japanese Kimono pattern & design

books (Sasakawa Foundation)

* 40 Korean rare books, manuscripts &
maps (with NLK)

« 31 Japanese rare books (with NIJL)

« 25 17"C Japanese manuscripts (Keio
Uni)

« 235 woodblock prints of Sino-Japanese
War 1894-1895 (JACAR)

« Surimono project: 500+ items (Kindai

University) - now starting
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3. Professional skills exchanges

China-UK Library Forum (2021-22)
Online exchange on the conservation
of Lotus Sutra manuscrlpts .

Conservation and curatorial exchange
at NLC (2019)

Oracle bones
project with
NLC:
research and
conservation
reciprocal
visits (2015)
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Workshop on multilingual
cataloguing: BL colleagues
with NIl (20206)
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BL — Keio University partnership

Keio/BL FutureLearn course
Travelling Books: History in Europe and Japan (2022)

Travelling Books: History in Europe

and Japan

BRITISH
AdVdall

4.8 (24 reviews)

785 enrolled on this course
% 3 weeks
() 3 hours per week

& Digital certificate when eligible

Join course

.... and a new one in the making this year: Global Codex: a Tactile Journey in the History
of the Book, to be released in Autumn 2026.



https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/travel-books-history-in-europe-and-japan

International Dunhuang Programme
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The International Dunhuang Programme
Established in 1994

International
Q’ unnuan
A global partnership: over 40 collaborating Py %Q P ID P Broghramr?le
institutions worldwide. ¢ " Q qg“ ) [ = e 15

Founding partners: National Library of China,
Dunhuang Academy, BnF, Berlin-Brandeburg o ,ﬁbl\ﬂﬁmalﬂm __,_*mﬂAEE,haEIﬁE I1’E
Institute of Humanities, Ryukoku

University, Institute of Oriental Manuscriptsin = ==

St Petersburg. T2~y

Mission:

» Preserve, document and digitise materials
from Dunhuang and other Eastern Silk
Road sites

» Advance research, learning and
understanding of the history and cultures of
the Eastern Silk Roads

» Make images and metadata freely available i,,;
through the IDP’s online platform




The redeveloped IDP 1 s e e o
website (2021-2024)
Bring the Silk Roads to life

I m proved fu nctio na| ities a nd d esig n Explore manuscripts, paintings, textiles and artefacts from the Eastern Silk

Roads, as well as a range of associated resources curated for you.

Enhanced image viewer (IlIF)

Advanced search >

New content o

Browse by material

3

Ty Chinese
An introduction to sketches in the A E
Stein Collection i “F X astronomy
a % * & In China, astronomy has a
3 ! X
Vicky Mansfield - 5
?Ma:z‘f;zz it Coﬂe:uw Higblighs Cwsewatmn Gues! Post u{o"”u f‘} (f'“ ; " long history and rich cultural
o g A o 3 5‘: o '.ﬁ - legacy. Learn about its
Manuscripts Paintings '{? $ -."é: ; y 3 b development by studyin
Digital and physical preservation underpin much of the work carried out by the International Dunhuang Project at the x '\. 4 = *‘_ 4 P y ying
. . "
British Library and are a priority for everyone involved. My position as Preservation Assistant requires me to consider ‘g Q‘ . a’ *,‘,_ ," ‘H'V‘ ancient documents like the
" L j
long- and short-term preservation needs for the items in our care. {?{ ﬁ : Pl ? Q ? "‘L " Dunhuang Star Atlas,
My job can involve packing items securely for transit around the RS = 5 é i ;ﬁ 3 exploring the Chinese sky
library as well as longer term requirements such as appropriate '; X‘ and discovering some of the
storage solutions and ingesting material to the IDP website. | & q
ik ide pt . digitisation officers "3‘ traditions and myths that
Aftafarts Photographs Archives for image quality control, c‘onservalors and curators to facilitate ki surround Chinese astro|ogy_
our goals of making material freely available online. It is .-

Over 150,000 items and 1/2 Blogs, events, articles and more! Learning resources for all ages
million images



The Lotus Sutra
Project (2017-2022)

Scope: conserve, digitise and catalogue
793 manuscript copies of the Lotus Sutra
in Chinese language from Dunhuang
Cave 17

Funding: Bei Shan tang Foundation
Outputs:
»674 manuscripts conserved

»Almost 17K images produced and
shared online via the IDP website

Engagement:

»1 x International conference (15-16 Dec.
2022) and 1 x Open Day

»12 x blog posts from members of the
team, 3 x peer-reviewed articles, 18
presentations
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» 2 professional exchanges
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The IDP-Georgetown North Amerlcan Silk

Road Project (2017-2021)

Scope: to identify Dunhuang and Silk Roads materials in
North American collections and ingest their metadata and
iImages into the IDP database.

Collaboration between the British Library and Georgetown
University

19 participating institutions

|
. IDP Blog
% The IDP blog features research articles and collected resources, along with updates from

/, the Programme such as announcements for projects and events.

utumn 2017
t IDP News Issue No. 49/50

Hide contents

The Georgetown-IDP Project

Dunhuang?

Selected Bibliography on North American Collections

= Other Publications

= Conference Reports

= Forthcoming

= |DP Field Trip to Kharakhoto
= Conserva tion and Science

= |IDP Worldwide

2021)

An Overview of North American Collections
Highlights from North American Collections
The Metropolitan Museum of Art — Pieces fro
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Lecture series: “Following the Silk
Roads to North America” (Summer



A Silk Road Oasis:

Life in Ancient Dunhuang
(27 Sept 2024-23 Feb
2025)

ASILK

Ca. 50 items from Dunhuang
A people-centred approach through

the stories of individuals who lived, - L g=
worshipped, worked and travelled to o
Dunhuang. X, E%
Nearly 30,000 visitors, exceeding a 25'<
all key KPI ﬂ
Collaboration with 3 Chinese

institutions Y

+ an exhibition book (to be published
in Chinese), a bilingual 3D virtual tour,
events and online content A silk Road Oasis Symposium:

Exploring Dunhuang’s

Multifaceted Legacy
21 - 22 February 2025
o mark the closing of A Silk R




East Asia section, curatorial and collection management

Sara Chiesura | Mélodie Doumy
Head ¥ Lead Curator
East Asian Collections - = Chinese Collections
_ ‘ (Stein/Hoernle) and IDP Manager

BRITISH
AdVdall

Emma Harrison Anastasia Pineschi
Curator and Retro-con Projects . 1 Tl IDP Project Manager
Manager <L
Chinese Collections

Han-Lin Hsieh \ Alexavier lu
Curator . Cataloguer
Chinese Collections Vo Chinese Retro-con Projects

Jiyeon Wood . Yasuyo Ohtsuka
Lead Curator o Curator

Japanese and Korean \ Japanese Collections
Collections — from April 0~




Collection What's on Visit
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Welcome to the British Library N _
We are the UK's national library. Open to everyone and free to use. M Sa ra. Ch |eSU ra @bl . U k
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Join our mailing list

Hear our latest news and stay informed about ongoing projects, research fellowships, talks and events.

You can change your preferences or opt out of hearing from us at any time using the unsubscribe link in our emails. Read our full privacy notice.
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