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WHAT IS POWER QUERY?
• A tool in Excel that moves data 

from a variety of  sources across 

spreadsheets.

• Combine multiple sources into 

one source.

• Sources like vendor book lists.



VENDOR SPREADSHEET FILES

Japan Vendor Korean Vendor

With a Power Query for 

each folder, data from 

multiple Excel files can be 

combined into one table in 

a new Excel file.



Power Query looks 

almost like a 

spreadsheet. Here, you 

manipulate and clean 

the data up before you 

bring it from the source 

to your knew file.

The data will appear in 

a new table.



1 TRANSFER OF DATA = 1 POWER QUERY

Vendors Profiles Users User Selections Orders History

Not Necessary, but nice 

to have.

Send selected materials back to 

users so they can see history of  

requests.

I work with 3 Vendors.   I use 7 power queries.   I have 15 users.   Each user also has their own Power Query.
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NORMALIZE VENDOR DATA

R=Romanized,   N=Native Script.   u=data users will see

Vendor Name

Date Received

Vendor 

Category

Format

ISBN13

Language

Series Title (R)

Series Title (N)

Publisher (R)

Publisher (N)

Your Currency
(usd or cad)

Currency Code
(cny, jpy, krw, etc)

Local Currencyu

u

u

u

u

u

u

Key Vendor Data Other Bibliographic Data Price DataKey Bibliographic Data

Title (R)

Title (N)

Date (Western)

Date (N)

Author (R)

Author (N)

Only get the data you need for acquisitions to order 

materials. If  you want to track purchases, what other 

data do you want?



RESULT: COMBINED VENDOR BOOK LIST

Vendor Received Vendor Category Format ISBN13 Language Title (N)
PubDate 

(R)
Author (R) Author (N)

Panmun 12-03-2025 History of Korea 9791174170859 Korean 박만정해서암행일기 2025 Pak, Man-jŏng 박만정著

Panmun 12-03-2025 History of Korea 9791174170866 Korean 조선인물호보 2025 Yi, Hŏn-gu 이헌구著

Panmun 12-03-2025 History of Korea 9791174170873 Korean 이향견문록 (전3권) 2025 Yu, Chae-gŏn 유재건著

Panmun 02-01-2026 Political Science 9788957323625 Korean
시간을품은문화도시성북 : 현장행정이도시를바꾼
기록

2026 Yi, Sŭng-no 이승로著

Panmun 02-01-2026 Political Science 9791168731721 Korean
공통된것없는공동체 : 한국민주주의의불가능성에
관하여

2026
Pak Yi, Tae-

sŭng
박이대승著

JPT 2025-11 文学 最新刊 9784872598506 Japanese ごく短い小説の研究：近現代日本掌編文学論 2025-11 Saito, Masao 斎藤理生

JPT 2025-11 文学 最新刊 9784907623777 Japanese 在日朝鮮人作家金鶴泳の文学と思想 2025-2
Sawabe, 

Kiyoshi
沢部清

JPT 2025-11 文学 最新刊 9784909281685 Japanese
近現代アイヌ文学史論：アイヌ民族による日本語文学の
軌跡〈現代編〉

2025-9 Suda, Shigeru 須田茂

JPT 2025-11 歴史,地理 最新刊 9784908672866 Japanese 土と石の記憶：済州島四・三事件と人びとの日常生活史 2025-12
Takamura, 

Ryuhei
髙村竜平

JPT 2025-11 歴史,地理 全集 9784866914251 Japanese 青い海 復刻版（第7回配本全13冊） 2025-11

Takaesu, 

Yoshihiro 

kanshu.

高江洲義寛
監修

1) Different vendors are now together. 2)   Vendor Category will let me create user profiles.   3)Format is 

blank for Panmun because this is not data they provide.



CREATE USER PROFILES

Ex 1: Japanese Literature

Multiple Faculty Study 

Japanese Literature.

Make a Sheet for all 文学
(bungaku) from JPT.

Create Sheet with FILTER 

formula: 

=FILTER(Selections,Selections

[Vendor Category]="文学")

Ex 2: Korean Studies Faculty

Each Faculty Member for 

Korean gets their own Profile.

Make a Sheet with only the 

categories Faculty member 

wants.

Create Sheet with FILTER 

formula: 

=FILTER(Selections,(ISNUMBER(MA

TCH(Selections[Vendor Category], 

'Panmun Categories'!J:J, 0))))

3 Users for 

this Profile

Fiction, History of  Korea, Literary 

Theory, Literature, Poetry, Motion 

Pictures, Feminism

Why?

Korean vendor has many more 

categories that Japanese vendor

I asked AI to write this formula 

for me.



USER PROFILE FOR JAPANESE LITERATURE



INDIVIDUAL USER PROFILE



USERS’ KEYWORDS

AND SUBJECTS

• In depth 1-on-1 discussions with each user.

• Information about research interests are 

externalized (not reliant on one’s own memory)

• Organized, cataloged

• Allows for in depth searching elsewhere.



BRINGING REQUESTS TOGETHER

Users User Selections

Instead of  opening all 15 Excel 

files one-by-one to see what to 

order, another Power Query sends 

all requested materials to one 

spreadsheet.

Instead of  opening all 15 Excel 

files one-by-one to see what to 

order, another Power Query sends 

all requested materials to one 

spreadsheet.

Final checks:

• Review high-cost items

• Determine what collection to 

put items in.

• Address same item asked for 

by multiple users.



RESET
After ordering books from the files users looked through. Delete them and 

refresh the Query to reload documents.

For the folder where each user has an Excel file. I used AI to write a VBA 

script to automatically refresh them, instead of  doing it manually one-by-

one.

The need to be refreshed in order manually. If  you refresh before 

submitting items for order, you can lose track of  what books users wanted
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Thank You!
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