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KU libraries' Chinese collection and 
cataloguing issues

East Asian Collections
Location: Watson Library and other subject-
based branch libraries

Total #: about 300,000

monographies, periodicals, series 

Has one Chinese language cataloguer

Spencer Research Library
Special collection (zines, posters, pamphlets, 
etc.) and rare books (old Chinese books, 
published before or in the early 19th century)

No Chinese language cataloguer for Chinese 
special/rare collections



Research 
questions

Can GenAI help us with 
cataloging-related tasks?

If it can, how can it 
support our work?

If it cannot, what are the 
barriers?



Research methods/tools

Why Chinese science 
fiction?

• Special collection of 
Science fiction in Spencer 
Research Library

• Chinese science fiction in 
general East Asian 
collection

Why ChatGPT?

• One of the most common 
and widely used Gen-AI 
tools 

Four areas of the 
assessment: 

• (1) accurately reading and 
interpreting Chinese text; 

• (2) generating 
bibliographic metadata 
aligned with cataloging 
standards; 

• (3) describing special-
collection materials; 

• (4) supporting librarians 
who have limited 
language expertise or 
limited cataloging training.

Targeted user groups: 

• (1) catalogers with limited 
knowledge of Chinese 
language; 

• (2) subject librarians with 
limited training and 
experience in cataloging 
rules and metadata 
standards.





Subject 
Librarian's 
perspective

Is the pinyin romanization correct?

Is the information of the author/editor 
correct?

Is the information about the book 
correct?

What about alternative ways of 
romanization of people’s name?



KU libraries’ record

Record and romanization generated by ChatGPT



Different ways of romanization

Example 1: 
Taiwanese author

Example 2: 
Japanese book 

about Chinese artist



Example 1: Taiwanese author

An exhibition catalog by the artist: Chen Ching-
Yao 陳擎耀

Photo from Chen Ching-Yao’s Official Instagram 
account: @ chingyaochen



Full conversation with ChatGPT:
https://chatgpt.com/share/69a0a853-2b60-
800d-a123-0107f95fd3f2

https://chatgpt.com/share/69a0a853-2b60-800d-a123-0107f95fd3f2
https://chatgpt.com/share/69a0a853-2b60-800d-a123-0107f95fd3f2


Japanese romanization:
Chen Chinyao (チェンチンヤオ)

Record created by KU’s Japanese Librarian: Michiko Ito



Example 2: Japanese book 
about Chinese artist

• 王希奇, Wang Xiqi, is a Chinese painter born 
in the 1960.
• “1946” is the title of his painting.
• The book is a study of his works.

• Based on the title page of this book, the 
romanization of 王希奇’s name (ワンシーチー) 
should be: Wan Shīchī

• No pinyin romanization has been found in the 
book.



Full conversation with ChatGPT: 
https://chatgpt.com/share/69a5f3c3-521c-800d-
8f8a-6d16a6e1389e

https://chatgpt.com/share/69a5f3c3-521c-800d-8f8a-6d16a6e1389e
https://chatgpt.com/share/69a5f3c3-521c-800d-8f8a-6d16a6e1389e


• The Japanese romanization is not following the 
title page

• The birth year of the painter is incorrect
• Might have other incorrect information



Record created by KU’s Japanese Librarian: Michiko Ito
Record created by ChatGPT



Observations 
from these 

two examples

• ChatGPT makes mistakes

• Need expert knowledge of both the cataloging and 
subject librarians to identify the mistakes

• Need to do research to verify if the information ChatGPT 
generated is correct or not

• Need experience and knowledge to make decisions 
when creating an original record 



Further 
questions 
and 
concerns

How can ChatGPT be used as a bridging tool to 
help fill the knowledge gaps between cataloging 
librarians and subject librarians?

Is this tool as efficient as we assumed?

Do we need to spend time to create a workflow 
for this type of tasks? If we do, how?

Will other GenAI tools work better? is it possible 
to create a small-scale, project-specific GenAI 
system, such as, using Google AI Studio?



Thank you
Cecilia Zhang, ceciliazh@ku.edu

Adrienne E. Sanders, sandersa@ku.edu
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