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We acknowledge that UBC’s two main campuses are 

situated within the ancestral and unceded territory of the 

xʷməθkʷəyə̓m (Musqueam) people and in the traditional, 

ancestral, unceded territory of the Syilx Okanagan 

Nation and their peoples. 

Land Acknowledgement
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cIRcle is UBC's open access institutional repository for published 

& unpublished material created by the UBC community & its 

partners, including faculty, students, and staff 

• Accept traditional & non-traditional teaching & research outputs

• Currently holds more than 90,000 items & actively growing

We encourage you to explore our website to learn more

• Main goals, scope, workflows, guidelines, etc.

https://open.library.ubc.ca/search?q=*&p=0&sort=0&view=0&perPage=0&dBegin=&dEnd=&c=1&ubc_repo_label=cIRcle
http://circle.ubc.ca/
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Platforms
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Metadata schema: Primarily use Dublin Core 

Use the resource itself as the preferred source for the metadata

• Affects accurate citation; provides transparency & authority

• But it’s often required that cIRcle obtain metadata from sources 

other than (or in addition to) the resource to ensure more 

fulsome description & handling of the material

These are broad guiding principles in our approach

• Regularly changing & expanding our practices to determine 

how we can support emerging forms of scholarship 

• May deviate from or adjust our practices to serve broader 

goals for inclusivity, cultural sensitivity, and harm reduction 

cIRcle Metadata

https://dublincore.org/
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For everything except graduate student works, we provide a 

mediated deposit service

• We receive permissions, resource file(s), and in some cases 

metadata directly from the content provider

• We then create the item record(s) on their behalf 

Allows us to work closely with the content providers, to ensure 

there is:

• Content & metadata that serves long-term usability & 

preservation of the works

• Complete & accurate metadata

cIRcle Workflows
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All cIRcle metadata undergoes review by cataloguing team in the 

Library’s Technology, Discovery, & User Experience (TDUX) unit

• Aim for cIRcle metadata to broadly follow existing library 

cataloguing standards & established controlled vocabularies 

(where possible & appropriate)

We maintain the cIRcle Metadata Manual

• Documents current approaches to cIRcle metadata, decisions 

& deviations from standard cataloguing practices

cIRcle Workflows: Collaboration within the Library

https://circle.ubc.ca/submissions/user-guides/
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1,500+ item records containing field research of images, videos, 

and other research material collected in Asia

From the Ground Up: Buddhism and East Asian 
Religions 
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From the Ground Up: Buddhism and East Asian 
Religions 
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From the Ground Up: Buddhism and East Asian 
Religions 
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From the Ground Up: Buddhism and East Asian 
Religions 

Hall of the Jade Emperor (Yuhuang dian 玉皇殿), Fengxian guan (奉仙觀)

http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62158
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62158
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62158
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62158
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62158
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62158
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62158
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62158
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62158


12

FROGBEAR project outputs were expected to: 

• Be in the 1000s of files 

• Be created by numerous, diverse teams with varying levels of 

familiarity with metadata, over many years of field work 

• Be primarily non-textual multimedia material (e.g. images, video) 

• Include significant amounts of non-English & multilingual 

material 

Metadata Guideline & Template Development

Buddha Figure in 
Pavilion of Expressing 

Sympathy for Loyal 

Officials (Minzhong ge 
憫忠閣), Fayuan Temple 

(法源寺)Qingfu gong (清福宫)

http://hdl.handle.net/2429/87254
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/87254
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/87254
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/87254
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/87254
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/87254
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/87254
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/87254
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/87254
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/87254
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/87254
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/87254
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/87254
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62371
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62371
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62371
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62371
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62371


13

cIRcle needed to ensure focus remained on the metadata required 

to fulfill the repository’s mandate, while considering future 

applications, broader interoperability, and long-term sustainability

• Could not overhaul schema or add new specific fields

• Could consider how to clarify/expand current guidelines, and 

leverage conversations beyond this project

• Example: Field site latitude & longitude values

Metadata Guideline & Template Development
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FROGBEAR support materials

Guideline & Template Development: 
Metadata Creation

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Documentation:Library:Circle/FROGBEAR_Data_Collection
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FROGBEAR Describing your data

Guideline & Template Development: 
Metadata Creation

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Documentation:Library:Circle/FROGBEAR_Describing_your_data
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FROGBEAR Item record example

Guideline & Template Development: 
Metadata Creation

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Documentation:Library:Circle/FROGBEAR_Item_record_example
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FROGBEAR Title metadata & FROGBEAR Description metadata

Guideline & Template Development: 
Metadata Creation

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Documentation:Library:Circle/FROGBEAR_Title_metadata
https://wiki.ubc.ca/Documentation:Library:Circle/FROGBEAR_Description_metadata
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Guideline & Template Development: 
Metadata Capture
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FROGBEAR is the largest collection in cIRcle featuring non-

English metadata

• Outputs have intricate histories, altered/variant names in 

different East Asian languages, over long periods of 

time, across multiple geographic locations

cIRcle uses English as primary language for encoding metadata

• cIRcle did not have the language expertise

• cIRcle metadata standards were primarily designed to describe 

traditional scholarly outputs

Had to recognize that the metadata could not fully reflect the 

nuances & complexities of these outputs

Considerations for non-English & multilingual 
material 
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cIRcle recognizes that language application depends on the nature 

of the content & on how language is represented in that content 

• Strive for the most representative metadata that serves 

description & discovery of diverse content 

Ability to collaborate within the Library & with the FROGBEAR 

experts helped mitigate some of these limitations, and 

demonstrated positive impacts to resulting items

Considerations for non-English & multilingual 
material 

Naga Altar in the 
Courtyard of the Bang 

Khun Thian Temple 
(โรงเจมหาโพธิสัตว์กวนอิม) 

(菩薩壇)

http://hdl.handle.net/2429/88301
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/88301
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/88301
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/88301
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/88301
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/88301
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/88301
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/88301
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/88301
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/88301
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/88301
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Processing to cIRcle: Standardized metadata

Great Hall of the Three Clarities (Sanqing dadian 三清大殿), Fengxian guan (奉仙觀)

http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62159
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62159
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62159
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62159
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62159
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62159
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62159
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62159
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62159
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Processing to cIRcle: Individual vs. batch

2017-2021:

• One-off mediated deposits

• Roughly 900 items

• cIRcle student assistant, then FROGBEAR research assistant 

processing new content into cIRcle

2021-2024:

• Batch processing through newly integrated custom DSpace 

feature

• cIRcle team processing new content

• Metadata template spreadsheet facilitated shift to batch 

processing
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Considerations for non-English & multilingual 
material

cIRcle uses English as primary language for encoding metadata

• Non-English and specialized characters in the Unicode 

standard are accepted

• Capacity to verify validity of characters is limited

Metadata inconsistencies due to volume, complexity, and non-

English languages

• cIRcle did not have the language expertise, nor subject 

expertise for non-textual content

• Content providers are both language and subject experts
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Along with many library-related platforms & discovery layers,

cIRcle content is indexed in common search engines

Between DSpace & OC, can use OAI-PMH & REST APIs, along 

with metadata crosswalking, to facilitate metadata harvesting

Indexing, Discovery, and Harvesting 
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Indexing, Discovery, and Harvesting: 
FROGBEAR Portal
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Indexing, Discovery, and Harvesting: 
FROGBEAR Portal

Hall of the Jade Emperor (Yuhuang dian 玉皇殿), Fengxian guan (奉仙觀)

https://frogbear.org/app/#/record/1.0348721
https://frogbear.org/app/#/record/1.0348721
https://frogbear.org/app/#/record/1.0348721
https://frogbear.org/app/#/record/1.0348721
https://frogbear.org/app/#/record/1.0348721
https://frogbear.org/app/#/record/1.0348721
https://frogbear.org/app/#/record/1.0348721
https://frogbear.org/app/#/record/1.0348721
https://frogbear.org/app/#/record/1.0348721
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Considerations for non-English & multilingual 
material 

Known challenges:

• Limitations in indexing, search, and retrieval of non-English and 

specialized characters

• Compatibility issues across UBC and non-UBC search and 

discovery platforms

cIRcle is committed to ongoing and active pursuit of accurate 

indexing, search, and retrieval of non-English content

Jinshan si (金山寺)

http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62323
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62323
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62323
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62323
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/62323
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Try to get involved as a collaborator (or at least consultant) as 

early as possible

• If there’s an opportunity, encourage inclusion of repository 

processing as part of the funding

• It’s much easier to provide guidance on what’s needed before 

the data collection begins

• The way the content is organized & received has a significant 

impact on the processing & resulting item records

Key Takeaways

Temple to the Dragon 
Kings and Avalokiteśvara-

Guanyin (Longwang, 

Guanyin miao 
龍王、觀音廟)

http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81580
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81580
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81580
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81580
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81580
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81580
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81580
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81580
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81580
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81580
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81580
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Recognize the iterative nature of collaboration

• There were a lot of adaptations needed by all teams as the field 

collection got underway

• Tried to receive material as quickly as possible & 

identify areas for adjusted guidance

• Extensive external collaboration with the FROGBEAR team, 

and internal collaboration with our cataloguing & metadata 

team

• Over 110 FROGBEAR contributors & almost 20 UBC  

librarians & staff participated

• Combined multiple areas of repository, metadata, and 

subject expertise to work towards common goals & strong 

resulting metadata to serve the content

Key Takeaways
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Balancing the various needs of users & emerging forms of 

scholarship, while ensuring metadata sustainability & 

applicability across the repository can be a challenge 

• Able to extend questions/case studies into development of new 

repository-wide metadata guidelines, enabling us to support 

UBC’s robust research community more broadly 

• Decisions weren’t permanent, and could be adjusted as more 

information was gained, best practices & established standards 

changed, etc.

Key Takeaways

Close-up of reliefs, 
east wall of Thousand 

Buddha cave (Qianfo 

dong 千佛洞), Pilu 
dong 毗廬洞

http://hdl.handle.net/2429/84053
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/84053
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/84053
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/84053
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/84053
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/84053
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/84053
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/84053
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/84053
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/84053
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/84053
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/84053
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There are numerous considerations for non-English & 

multilingual material

• Though cIRcle metadata cannot fully reflect the nuances of 

these objects, collaborative metadata creation efforts between 

the Library & subject experts can significantly increase the 

discovery, visibility, understanding, and use of these valuable & 

unique East Asian outputs

• Though there are noted limitations, cIRcle is pursuing 

further exploration & enhancements as new developments & 

resourcing permits

Key Takeaways
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Improved processes to support grant-funded research projects

• Best practices for metadata, content creation, and permissions 

leveraged for other projects

• Example: Expertise, Labour, and Mobility in Nepal’s Post-

Conflict, Post-Disaster Reconstruction (Reconstructing Nepal 

Project)

Ongoing Impacts

House propped up by wooden poles and draped with tarpaulin

https://open.library.ubc.ca/search?q=contributor:%20%22Expertise,%20Labour,%20and%20Mobility%20in%20Nepal%E2%80%99s%20Post-Conflict,%20Post-Disaster%20Reconstruction%20(Reconstructing%20Nepal%20Project)%22
https://open.library.ubc.ca/search?q=contributor:%20%22Expertise,%20Labour,%20and%20Mobility%20in%20Nepal%E2%80%99s%20Post-Conflict,%20Post-Disaster%20Reconstruction%20(Reconstructing%20Nepal%20Project)%22
https://open.library.ubc.ca/search?q=contributor:%20%22Expertise,%20Labour,%20and%20Mobility%20in%20Nepal%E2%80%99s%20Post-Conflict,%20Post-Disaster%20Reconstruction%20(Reconstructing%20Nepal%20Project)%22
https://open.library.ubc.ca/search?q=contributor:%20%22Expertise,%20Labour,%20and%20Mobility%20in%20Nepal%E2%80%99s%20Post-Conflict,%20Post-Disaster%20Reconstruction%20(Reconstructing%20Nepal%20Project)%22
https://open.library.ubc.ca/search?q=contributor:%20%22Expertise,%20Labour,%20and%20Mobility%20in%20Nepal%E2%80%99s%20Post-Conflict,%20Post-Disaster%20Reconstruction%20(Reconstructing%20Nepal%20Project)%22
https://open.library.ubc.ca/search?q=contributor:%20%22Expertise,%20Labour,%20and%20Mobility%20in%20Nepal%E2%80%99s%20Post-Conflict,%20Post-Disaster%20Reconstruction%20(Reconstructing%20Nepal%20Project)%22
https://open.library.ubc.ca/search?q=contributor:%20%22Expertise,%20Labour,%20and%20Mobility%20in%20Nepal%E2%80%99s%20Post-Conflict,%20Post-Disaster%20Reconstruction%20(Reconstructing%20Nepal%20Project)%22
https://open.library.ubc.ca/search?q=contributor:%20%22Expertise,%20Labour,%20and%20Mobility%20in%20Nepal%E2%80%99s%20Post-Conflict,%20Post-Disaster%20Reconstruction%20(Reconstructing%20Nepal%20Project)%22
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/74884
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Increased capacity for large ongoing or retrospective deposits

• Metadata template spreadsheets

• Batch import processing

Improved instruction, outreach, and project reporting activities

• Blog posts

• Impact & Activity Reports

Find out more on 

the FROGBEAR website

Ongoing Impacts

Opera Stage (Xitai 戲台) and Family Shrine (Jia miao 家廟)

https://circle.ubc.ca/2023/05/30/explore-circle-from-the-ground-up-buddhism-and-east-asian-religions-project/
https://circle.ubc.ca/2023/05/30/explore-circle-from-the-ground-up-buddhism-and-east-asian-religions-project/
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/88942
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/88942
https://frogbear.org/
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81815
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81815
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81815
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81815
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81815
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81815
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81815
http://hdl.handle.net/2429/81815


U B C  L I B RA RY

Thank you!
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