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First printed catalogue and “One-page-catalogue (300 vols/25 titles), 1683, 

by Andreas Müller (1630-1694)

• 1661 established as “Churfürstliche Bibliothek” (Electoral library); first acquisitions of Chinese 

books

• 1701 to 1918 “Königliche Bibliothek zu Berlin” (the Royal library)

• 1810 library moved to Prussian State administration

The “Great elector” (Große

Kurfürst) Friedrich Wilhelm 

(1620-1688), 1685

Libri sin. 19-2

„Typographia Sinica“
currently exhibited at 
Humboldt-Forum: 
„Spuren des Ortes“

The history
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Our treasures

Gutenberg-Bible
1454/55

Drawings by A. v. Humboldt

1800

Symphony No. 9 in D minor

Ludwig van Beethoven (1824)
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• 1918 to 1945 “Preußische Staatsbibliothek” (Prussian State Library)

• 1943 about 72,000 volumes of East Asian materials

• 1922 establishment of a separate “East Asia Department” 

(out of the Oriental Department established 1918, out of the “Manuscript Department” established 1886)

Hasty evacuation to the end of Word War II to surrounding estates, coal mines, etc. East and West of Berlin 
(30 different places)

The history
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• 1945 about 32,000 volumes return to East Berlin (about 20,000 titles “woke up” on Polish territory and were
moved to the Biblioteka Jagiellonska in Krakau) >> “returned” as digitial objects (BKM project 2016; Theme
portal “Berlin-Krakow Project” : https://themen.crossasia.org/?lang=en)

• West Germany: Building up of a modern East Asia collection funded by the DFG since 1952 (Special collection
program – SSG until 2015; Specialised Information Service – FID since 2016, current funding until 2024)

• since 1992 Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin (Berlin State Library) – Prussian Heritage Foundation : one Library,  two
buildings

Haus 1: Unter den Linden Haus 2: Potsdamer Straße (mit Ostasien-Lesesaal)

The history
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Haus 1: Unter den Linden 
(1914/2019)

Haus 2: Potsdamer Straße (mit Ostasien-Lesesaal)
(1978/?)

Two main buildings

Storage facility Friedrichshagen (SE of Berlin)
(2014)

Holdings

▪ 12 million printed books

▪ 2,2 million rare and special text materials (manuscripts, maps, 

scores, non-latin prints)

▪ 300,000+ journals, newspapers, series

The history
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109,504 Korean books are available (한국어 자료)

https://stabikat.de/Search/Home

Korean Collections
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Yesterday ?

Today?

organizing access /

licensing

Tomorrow ?!

responsibility / data / tools/ services /



CC-BY 4.0

Infrastructure for Digital Scholarship
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Integrated Text-Repository – maintain & store licensed content in Berlin

The CrossAsia ITR Explorer provides 
a different perspective on the 
CrossAsia ITR resources and is 
supplementary to the CrossAsia 
Fulltext Search. 

It allows to combine and compare 
search results and visualize them 
showing their overlaps or 
distribution over time. Results refer 
in general to the book or issue, 
only for two Chinese newspapers 
they refer to the article level. 
Resources are the same as in the 
CrossAsia Fulltext Search, CJK 
character mapping is selectable.

https://crossasia.org/service/crossasia-lab/crossasia-itr/
https://crossasia.org/service/crossasia-lab/crossasia-itr/
https://crossasia.org/service/crossasia-lab/crossasia-itr/
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ITR Explorer - More than search
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CrossAsia ITR-Newspaper 

Explorer
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AI-driven Search?
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Distance Chinese English Translation

0.031 Chinese representatives arrive in Beijing

0.040 Situation of overseas Chinese in Incheon

0.049 Six groups of Chinese refugees in Andong return to their original place

0.053 Overseas Chinese trapped in a dangerous place

0.058 Government office

0.062 Official record: Huitong sends a ship to Korea

0.070 Negotiation over Koreans murdering Chinese

0.074
...

Government minister Wang Dachen makes a spring announcement... 

(incomplete text)

0.082 ֹ ӊ Shops in Incheon destroyed by the sea

0.084 Anti-Chinese movement in Korea

0.088 Assistance and coordination from Hwangnam Chamber of Commerce

0.095 Incheon Chinese Association replies to the hometown chamber's letter
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International Collaborations

Collections as data
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Example: Collaboration with Academia Sinica

Prof. Hsi-yuan Chen, Director of the Centre for Digital Cultures at 

Academia Sinica (ASCDC), and Matthias Kaun, Director of the East 

Asia Department of the SBB (@stabiberlin), at the signing of the 

cooperation agreement.

❖ How many books OCRed? 

1,937 titles 

❖ How many Characters?

over 121 million Chinese characters.

❖ Providing training data and feedbacks

A win-win situation!
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Scanned image

full texts by OCR

Annotation platform

(cloud sourcing)

Image and Texts data via Digitization
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https://digital.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/
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: (1631), Libri cor . 
27

Berlin-Kraków Project

: 23 (1667), Libri cor . 
18

: 13 (1726), Libri cor . 
23

: : (1924), Libri cor . 36

(1782), Libri cor . 16
: , (18XX), Libri cor . 17
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ӹּקṒ Novels

Berlin-Kraków Project
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The Zaborowski Collection

(1894) (1809) (1870) [ ]
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[ ][ ] (c.a. 1877)
(1739) (c.a. 1779)

The Zaborowski Collection
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[ ] , 18th century (digitized) (1907)

The Zaborowski Collection
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The Zaborowski Collection
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Collaborations with the National Library of Korea

Two colleagues from the NLKôs Old & Rare Collection Division (Mrs. Jo Hyerin and Ms. Lee Junghyo ) are investigating our books (Oct 
2024). ïPhoto: Jing Hu
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Collaboration with NLK

❖ The Scale of the Zaborowski Collection? 

560 titles in 1, 446 volumes

❖ What’s Happening Now?

241 titles in 633 volumes have been thoroughly investigated. Cataloging information 
will be integrated into the systems of both institutions.

❖ What is the goal?

31 titles have been identified as new discoveries for the NLK. The Berlin State 
Library will prioritize digitization of these titles and share image data with the NLK. A 
second-round investigation is planned.

❖ What is Next?

OCR processing of the digitized books(including those from the Berlin–Kraków 
Project). Metadata/full-text data exchange and integration between institutions.
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Next Steps?

Digitization

OCR

Full-texts
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Call for Partnerships!

Collaborate with all
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ʾở ѮѸ.

Thank you very much!

Vielen Dank!

jing.hu@sbb.spk-berlin.de 
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